
 

  
UN Campus, Hermann-Ehlers-Strasse 10, 53113 Bonn, Germany 

Postal Address: PO Box 260129, 53153 Bonn, Germany 

Tel. +49 (0) 228 815 2800 Fax: +49 (0) 228 815 2898/99 

E-mail: secretariat@unccd.int Web-site: www.unccd.int 

 
 

 
 

Operational objectives and expected outcomes 
 
 
The following “operational objectives” will guide the actions of all 
UNCCD stakeholders and partners in the short and medium term4 with 
a view to supporting the attainment of the above-mentioned vision and 
strategic objectives. The “outcomes” are the short and medium-term 
effects intended by the operational objectives. 
 
Operational objective 1: Advocacy, awareness raising and education  
 
To actively influence relevant international, national and local processes and actors 
inadequately addressing desertification/land degradation and drought-related issues. 
 
Outcome 1.1: Desertification/land degradation and drought issues and 
the synergies with climate change adaptation/mitigation and biodiversity 
conservation are effectively communicated among key constituencies at 
the international, national and local levels. 
 
Outcome 1.2: Desertification/land degradation and drought issues are 
addressed in relevant international forums, including those pertaining to 
agricultural trade, climate change adaptation, biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable use, rural development, sustainable development and 
poverty reduction. 
 
Outcome 1.3: Civil society organizations (CSOs) and the scientific 
community in the North and the South are increasingly engaged as 
stakeholders in the Convention processes and desertification/land 
degradation and drought are addressed in their advocacy, awareness-
raising and education initiatives. 
 
Operational objective 2: Policy framework 

 
To support the creation of enabling environments for promoting solutions to combat 
desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought. 
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Outcome 2.1: Policy, institutional, financial and socio-economic drivers 
of desertification/land degradation and barriers to sustainable land 
management are assessed, and appropriate measures to remove these 
barriers are recommended. 
 
Outcome 2.2: Affected country Parties revise their national action 
programmes (NAPs) into strategic documents supported by biophysical 
and socio-economic baseline information and include them in integrated 
investment frameworks. 
 
Outcome 2.3: Affected country Parties integrate their NAPs and 
sustainable land management and land degradation issues into 
development planning and relevant sectoral and investment plans and 
policies. 
 
Outcome 2.4: Developed country Parties mainstream UNCCD 
objectives and sustainable land management interventions into their 
development cooperation programmes/projects in line with their 
support to national sectoral and investment plans. 
 
Outcome 2.5: Mutually reinforcing measures among 
desertification/land degradation action programmes and biodiversity 
and climate change mitigation and adaptation are introduced or 
strengthened so as to enhance the impact of interventions. 
 
Operational objective 3: Science, technology and knowledge 
 
To become a global authority on scientific and technical knowledge pertaining to 
desertification/land degradation and mitigation of the effects of drought. 
 
Outcome 3.1: National monitoring and vulnerability assessment on 
biophysical and socioeconomic trends in affected countries are 
supported. 
 
Outcome 3.2: A baseline based on the most robust data available on 
biophysical and socioeconomic trends is developed and relevant 
scientific approaches are gradually harmonized. 
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Outcome 3.3: Knowledge on biophysical and socio-economic factors 
and on their interactions in affected areas is improved to enable better 
decision-making. 
 
Outcome 3.4: Knowledge of the interactions between climate change 
adaptation, drought mitigation and restoration of degraded land in 
affected areas is improved to develop tools to assist decision-making. 
 
Outcome 3.5: Effective knowledge-sharing systems, including 
traditional knowledge,  are in place at the global, regional, subregional 
and national levels to support policymakers and end users, including 
through the identification and sharing of best practices and success 
stories. 
 
Outcome 3.6: Science and technology networks and institutions 
relevant to desertification/land degradation and drought are engaged to 
support UNCCD implementation. 
 
Operational objective 4: Capacity-building 

 
To identify and address capacity-building needs to prevent and reverse 
desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought. 
 
Outcome 4.1: Countries which have carried out the national capacity 
self-assessment (NCSA) implement the resulting action plans to develop 
the necessary capacity at the individual, institutional and systemic levels6 
to tackle desertification/land degradation and drought issues at the 
national and local levels.  
 
Outcome 4.2: Those countries which have not previously undertaken 
capacity needs assessments engage in relevant assessments processes to 
identify capacity needs for tackling desertification/land degradation and 
drought at the national and local levels. 
 
Operational objective 5: Financing and technology transfer 
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To mobilize and improve the targeting and coordination of national, bilateral and 
multilateral financial and technological resources in order to increase their impact and 
effectiveness. 
 
Outcome 5.1: Affected country Parties develop integrated investment 
frameworks for leveraging national, bilateral and multilateral resources 
with a view to increasing the effectiveness and impact of interventions. 
 
Outcome 5.2: Developed country Parties provide substantial, adequate, 
timely and predictable financial resources to support domestic initiatives 
to reverse and prevent desertification/land degradation and mitigate the 
effects of drought. 
 
Outcome 5.3: Parties increase their efforts to mobilize financial 
resources from international financial institutions, facilities and funds, 
including the GEF, by promoting the UNCCD/Sustainable land 
management (SLM) agenda within the governing bodies of these 
institutions. 
 
Outcome 5.4: Innovative sources of finance and financing mechanisms 
are identified to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate 
the effects of drought, including from the private sector, market-based 
mechanisms, trade, foundations and CSOs, and other financing 
mechanisms for climate change adaptation and mitigation, biodiversity 
conservation and sustainable use and for hunger and poverty reduction. 
 
Outcome 5.5: Access to technology by affected country Parties is 
facilitated through adequate financing, effective economic and policy 
incentives and technical support, notably within the framework of 
South-South and North-South cooperation. 


