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Dear Minister, 

Distinguished National Focal Points,   

Dear Friends, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you here to Kenya.   

Karibu (Welcome).   

 

I want to take the opportunity to thank the Kenyan authorities for their 

generosity in hosting us here - in Nairobi.  And will continue with the Swahili 

theme a little further.   

 

A well-known Swahili saying goes “Ubora wa mti ni kuruge”; the quality 

of the ground determines the quality of the tree.   

This saying sums up the task ahead of us.   

In the last couple of years, the landscape has changed tremendously.  

We have planted a number of seedlings.  And we are seeing the first 

shoots…..of opportunity.   

 

Approaches to the global Sustainable Development Goal on land – goal 

15 - are taking shape.   Parties to the UNCCD - have now signed up to work 

with the Global Mechanism to set – and then I hope implement - a voluntary 
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Land Degradation Neutrality target (target 15.3).  I believe this will give us 

something really meaningful to monitor and review.  

 

In this last year, we saw that those Parties who started to restore land 

have begun to reap the rewards.  In Ethiopia for example, the land restored 

under that government’s ambitious plans withstood – much better - the El 

Nino related drought that swept eastern and southern Africa in the last 12 

months.  

 

Also this year, land issues have become a central issue for biodiversity – 

where the Aichi target 15 is gathering pace and their short term ecosystem 

restoration plans are fully supportive of UNCCD’s agenda.  Parties may be 

interested to learn a decision on land, biodiversity and climate change and the 

use of common indicators/LDN is expected at the CBD COP in Cancun later this 

year for example.  

 

But we are also building synergies on Climate Change.   

In Paris at COP21, we saw UNFCCC Parties recognize the importance of 

carbon sinks – the land being one of the largest untapped opportunities - to 

sequester carbon. In Marrakesh next month at UNFCCC COP 22, there is 

expected to be a focus on the Adaptation of African Agriculture.  Climate smart 
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land use and agriculture in Africa would go a long way to driving down 

degradation trends and getting to a situation of sustainable and rational use of 

land resources across the continent.  It will build the resilience of UNCCD 

parties to climate change impacts. Again, fully supportive of UNCCD’s agenda.   

 Also this year, I had the privilege of addressing the UN Security 

Council on issues related to land and security in the Sahel region.   

 And, I am delighted to inform Parties that Canada has started the 

process of returning to the Convention. I am delighted to welcome 

Canada as an observer to this CRIC.  

So there is lots of good news.  There are lots of shoots of opportunity.  

Let us make sure we nurture them - not kill them off!   

 

At this CRIC, you are charged with ensuring that our new landscape - our 

ground - is fit for purpose.  Fertile enough to support the seedlings we have 

planted.  And fertile enough to nurture those seedlings we are ambitious 

enough to plant in the future.   

 

So, at this special intersessional session, please prepare the ground for 

important decisions for next year’s COP.   

At COP13, I would urge you to be bold. 
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Let us focus on turning opportunity into action. Let us focus on real 

implementation.  In the context of this meeting, the work of the 

Intergovernmental Working Group on the Future Strategic Framework of the 

Convention will be key.  I want to thank the Parties who have invested their 

valuable time in this exercise.  We look forward to hearing your interim results.   

 

To my mind, Land Degradation Neutrality should be reflected in the new 

UNCCD strategy to be adopted at COP 13 next year. I am aware that some 

Parties still have reservations. You are worried it will distract us from our main 

mandate. That we won’t have time for drought or for a focus on dryland 

communities or for issues of concern for affected, developing country Parties – 

such as capacity building.   

 

That could not be further from the truth.  Let me reassure you of this.   

We are making progress on drought.  The Africa Drought Conference 

hosted by Namibia in August 2016 was, I believe, a turning point.  We will 

present you with options for decision at COP next year.  As requested by 

Parties, I am also driving forward a new agenda to enhance capacity for 

implementation at country level.  
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But I do believe, LDN will present opportunities to deliver and open 

pathways for action that will benefit dryland countries and communities most 

of all.    

 

LDN is a milestone and a target.  It does not distract us but sets us on a 

clear path.   

 

The UNCCD is set to become the custodian agency of SDG target 15.3. It 

is also leading the coordinated efforts to develop indicators to monitor 

progress towards the target for the international community based on our 

progress indicator framework. In this role, the Convention will be better able 

to guide Parties on how to assess current land conditions, establish baselines 

and to monitor and plan for restoration and rehabilitation. Making this 

Convention a valuable place to do business. 

 

The Global Mechanism, in cooperation with other partners, such as the 

Government of Turkey and the Global Environment Facility, is already 

providing technical assistance to support national target setting. These efforts 

are being directed at the countries most vulnerable to DLDD.  Already, more 

than 100 countries are enrolled in the programme.  
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And I must thank members of the SPI for their fantastic work in 

developing the LDN conceptual framework. We are using this to backstop the 

LDN target setting programme. This is a good example of how implementation 

of the Convention can benefit from practical scientific work.  

 

LDN is an important seedling.  

At this CRIC, you can give it space to grow. To be clear, from where I 

stand, and in my role as your eyes within the multilateral system - excluding 

the Convention from the SDG process – by ignoring LDN - would be a political 

suicide.  

 

The implications of the new strategic direction are also important for 

this meeting and for effective CRIC discussions overall.  CRIC reviews 

implementation of the Convention.  For that purpose, reporting is 

indispensable. Getting it right even more so.  

 

I fully believe it is vital to effectively monitor the progress made in order 

to fine tune further implementation and improve the relevance of the 

measures taken by learning from each other.  
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Considering that the reporting requirements could change with the 

adoption of a new strategy, the reporting due for this CRIC in 2016 was made 

optional.  

 

Let me congratulate the 25 countries that as of 15 September 2016 had 

submitted their reports. In an interactive session of this CRIC, we will learn 

from Parties how reporting can and should be evolved going forward.  

 

Nevertheless, 25 out of 195 reports is low. Very low.   

I fully appreciate reporting requires time, capacity and financial 

resources. For these reasons, it is sensible to reduce the reporting burden on 

countries.  

 

Switching to a less frequent reporting interval would not compromise 

the quality of the information reported. In my view, a 4-year reporting interval 

– aligned with reporting on progress and the availability of GEF resources - 

provides parties enough time to gather significant results.  This in turn may 

give a much clearer picture of the situation on the ground.  And, in fact, 

improve the recommendations CRIC can make to the COP.  
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This is a win-win situation that countries may wish to consider actively.   

The likelihood is that we will adopt a new Strategy at COP 13.  This 

implies the reporting will need to change in line with our ambitions. Let us not 

squander the opportunity presented by CRIC15 to explore ways to make our 

reporting process more efficient, effective and less costly or at least more 

affordable/fully financed.     

 

CRIC 15 has before it a fairly tidy new strategic framework available for 

comment. I would like to invite Parties to provide comments to the IWG to 

enable them to finalize the draft.  They will need to submit their input for 

COP13 to the Parties right after the CRIC. 

 

If we can achieve just these two goals at this CRIC – address the 

outstanding issues on LDN and develop a new strategic framework with a 

robust but non-cumbersome reporting framework – we will put us well on our 

way to having the ground be “fit for purpose”.   

 

We will have the fertile ground on which our seedlings will flourish and 

this Convention will become ever more fruitful and relevant.   

To 2030 and beyond. Nawatakia heri na fanaka.  I wish you success.  


