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Summary 
 
 In its decision 16/COP.8, the Conference of the Parties requested the secretariat to establish 
a United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification fellowship programme, subject to voluntary 
funding. It is proposed that the programme be revised to align it more closely with the 10-year 
strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the Convention (2008–2018) 
(The Strategy). The revised programme is designed to enhance the capacity of an individual country 
to implement The Strategy. It is recommended that contracts be signed with selected institutions in 
the regions/subregions. Fellows to be selected or proposed for selection will be those working in at 
least one of the different scientific fields considered as crucial for the implementation of 
The Strategy. Under the guidance of the Bureau of the Committee on Science Technology the 
secretariat should be mandated to take the necessary actions to develop and launch a revised 
fellowship programme. Scientific institutions with the capacity to do so should be encouraged to 
contribute to the establishment of the fellowship programme. Parties and other interested 
organizations with the capacity to do so should make available the necessary funding. 
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I.  Background 
 

1. In its decision 16/COP.8, the Conference of the Parties (COP) requested the secretariat to 
establish a United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification fellowship programme  
(UNCCD FP), subject to voluntary funding, and encouraged Parties and other interested 
organizations with the capacity to do so to make available the necessary funds through a variety 
of sources, including voluntary contributions and targeted donor support.  
 
2. Prior to this decision the Bureau of the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) 
conducted a survey among 152 institutions from developed country Parties which offer 
awareness-raising and training activities, in order to seek their views on the establishment of a 
fellowship programme (FP). It reviewed the FPs of the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs, the United Nations Institute for Training and Research, the World 
Meteorological Organization and the International Tropical Timber Organization. It also 
considered the main conclusions and recommendations of 10 action plans developed under the 
national capacity self-assessment project. 
 
3. The institutions recommended that the development of a UNCCD FP be accompanied by 
the establishment of an institutional network of research institutes and development agencies for 
the placement of those awarded fellowships (short courses, research projects, internships). Some 
universities indicated that they would have the possibility to train people from developing 
country Parties, although most of the trainees would have to cover the costs of their stay. A 
UNCCD FP offering to cover such costs, in a coordinated manner, could sensibly enhance the 
efficiency of such programmes. 
 
4.  The institutions that were consulted also suggested that the FP could be developed 
together with the creation of a network for those awarded fellowships, or that they could be 
integrated into the roster of experts in order to underline their membership of the global 
desertification community and to enhance information flows and exchanges amongst them. 
 
5. Following decision 16/COP.8, the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) sent a letter of enquiry to various organizations worldwide in 
order to request support for the FP and outlined two main practical modes of required assistance:  
 

(a) Voluntary contributions and targeted donor support;  
 
(b) Additional support via fellowship opportunities from the sponsor institution 

and/or possibilities for postgraduate seminars, short courses or relevant studies.  
 
This letter was sent to representatives of over 150 institutions. To date, the secretariat has 
received 19 responses.   
 
6.  Of the 19 responses received, one indicated the provision of financial assistance, which 
offered to provide 10 scholarships for two years to students with a bachelor degree from affected 
UNCCD developing country Parties. The same institution offered to fund half of each 
scholarship (estimated at $20,000 each), with CST expected to raise a matching amount.  
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7.   The remaining 18 responses offered educational support via a mixed combination of 
institutional fellowships, postgraduate seminars, short courses, or studies relevant to the issues 
outlined in the programme elements. 
 
8.  It is proposed that the UNCCD FP be revised to align it more closely with The Strategy. It 
will complement the existing international fellowship programmes.  
 

II.  Generic proposal for a revised United Nations Convention to  
Combat Desertification fellowship programme  

 
A. Objective 

 
9. The UNCCD FP will create possibilities for collective knowledge management and 
establish a wide range of information exchange practices among the country Parties. At a 
regional level it will also provide networking mechanisms.  
 
10. The UNCCD FP is designed as an instrument to enhance the capacity of an individual 
country to implement The Strategy. 
 

B. Organization 
 
11. Considering that the UNCCD FP is a mechanism for building national capacity to 
implement and monitor the UNCCD operational and strategic objectives, it is proposed to 
designate institutions in regions/subregions to host UNCCD fellows. 
 
12. Country Parties are the main recipients of the training provided through the UNCCD FP. 
In this regard, preference for fellowships will be given to individual countries on the basis of 
national presentations. The national proposals should meet the following expectations of the FP: 
 

(a) The modalities to select fellows are to be relevant to enhancing implementation of 
The Strategy; 

 
(b) The alignment of the national action programme with The Strategy must be 

presented; 
 
(c) The level of preparedness to incorporate the results derived from the UNCCD FP 

should be demonstrated. 
 

13. A maximum of 12 individuals may be proposed by each country for a fellowship and 
only three candidates will be selected.  
 

C. Selection criteria during the pilot period 
 
14. It is recommended that detailed mechanisms be developed to nominate and sign contracts 
with selected scientific institutions. The following proposals could serve as indicators for a 
detailed system of selection: 
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(a) The duration of the pilot period shall be two years and the COP will evaluate the 
results in order to extend the UNCCD FP and apply it to other subregions; 
 

(b) Candidate institutions will be invited to apply through a call for proposals, 
communicated mainly to the country Parties to the Convention; 
 

(c) The selected institutions should demonstrate the ability to provide a scientific work 
environment and specialized scientists oriented towards the agenda, priorities and mission of the 
Convention; 
 

(d) A candidate institution must present a letter of  support issued by the country where 
it is located; 
 

(e) Furthermore, a candidate institution must develop a programme of activities that is 
coherent with The Strategy; 
 

(f) A candidate institution will preferably have previous experience of developing and 
organizing programme activities with international institutions and, if possible, with local 
institutions from the region/subregion; 
 

(g) A candidate institution must demonstrate its capacity to host 10 to 15 fellows at a 
given time; 
 

(h) The selected institution must present a two-year action plan and a proposal for 
hosting UNCCD fellows in accordance with The Strategy, the priorities of the COP as well as 
the thematic foci of CST;   
 

(i) The CST Bureau supported by the secretariat of UNCCD will present a detailed 
plan of action for the selection process and transparent criteria for the selection process. 
 

(j) A tentative schedule of work for the selection of regional/subregional institutions 
during the pilot period is contained in the annex. 
 

D. Selection of fellows 
 
15. Fellows to be selected or proposed for selection will be those working in at least one of the 
different scientific fields considered as crucial for the implementation of The Strategy. 
 
16. Fellows will normally be mid-career individuals. A candidate for the fellowship should at 
least have a basic university degree and preferably a Masters or PhD degree in the respective 
field. The UNCCD FP is not intended for students and not meant to provide financial support for 
individuals seeking to pursue an advanced degree. 
 
17. Between 10 and 15 fellows will be hosted simultaneously by a regional/subregional 
institution.  
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18. A tentative schedule of work for the selection of fellows for the programme is contained 
in the annex. 
 

III.  Conclusions and recommendations 
 
19. Considering the COP 8 decision to establish a fellowship programme, taking into account 
the need for scientific capacity-building in the implementation of The Strategy at national level, 
and bearing in mind the potential benefits of a UNCCD FP for developing country Parties and 
for scientific networking in the regions, the Bureau of CST recommends that COP consider 
positively the revised version of the UNCCD FP.  
 
20. Under the guidance of the CST Bureau the secretariat should be mandated to take the 
necessary actions to develop and launch a revised fellowship programme. 
 
21. The CST Bureau should be mandated, supported by the secretariat, to develop detailed 
criteria and mechanisms for selection of scientific institutions and fellowship candidates. 
 
22. Scientific institutions with the capacity to do so should be encouraged to contribute to the 
establishment of the UNCCD FP. 
 
23. Parties and other interested organizations with the capacity to do so should be encouraged 
to make voluntary contributions that aim to support the UNCCD FP. 
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 Annex  
 

Tentative schedule of work for the selection of regional/subregional 
institutions as UNCCD reference centres and for the selection of fellows 

 
Selection of regional/subregional institutions 

 
September 2009:  The Conference of the Parties accepts the recommendations of CST  
 
October 2009:  The secretariat incorporates the amendments deemed necessary by the 

Conference of the Parties 
 
December 2009:  Call for funding launched and call for proposals for institutions in the 

regions/subregions 
 
March 2010:  Evaluation of the candidate institutions, and approval and communication 

of the results 
 

Selection of fellows 
 
May 2010:  Countries prepare candidates and applications for the fellowship 

programme 
 
September- 
October 2010:  UNCCD fellowship programme commences 
 
 

- - - - -  
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