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PART ONE:  SYNTHESIS OF INFORMATION CONTAINED IN NATIONAL REPORTS FROM
AFFECTED ASIAN COUNTRY PARTIES

I.  INTRODUCTION

1. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) provides,
in article 26 that:  “Each Party shall communicate to the Conference of the
Parties for consideration at its ordinary sessions, through the Permanent
Secretariat, reports on the measures which it has taken for the implementation
of the Convention.  The Conference of the Parties shall determine the timetable
for submission and the format of such reports.”

A.  Mandate

2. In accordance with decision 11/COP.1, paragraph 13, the Conference of the
Parties (COP) shall, at its fourth session, examine the reports of affected
country Parties of regions other than the affected African country Parties, the
reports of which were examined at COP 3 held from 15 to 26 November 1999 at
Recife, Brazil.

3. Pursuant to decision 11/COP.1, paragraph 17, the secretariat was requested
to prepare a synthesis of the national reports setting out the trends emerging
in the implementation of the Convention.

4. The procedures for the Parties to prepare their national reports are
provided in decision 11/COP.1, so as (a) to organize and streamline the
communication of information pursuant to article 26 of the Convention; (b) to
facilitate a regular review of implementation by the Conference of the Parties
in accordance with article 22, paragraph 2(a), of the Convention;  and (c) to
promote and facilitate the exchange of information on measures adopted by the
Parties pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(b) of the Convention.  Specific
objectives of the procedures are as follows:

(a) To ensure the effective assessment of progress towards achieving the
objectives of the Convention and to enable the Conference of the Parties to make
appropriate recommendations to further those objectives;

(b) To exchange information and data between Parties in order to maximize
the benefits of successful measures and initiatives under the Convention;

(c) To ensure that the Committee on Science and Technology (CST) and the
Global Mechanism have access to the information and data necessary to carry out
their mandates;

(d) To ensure that information on implementation is in the public domain
and available to the international community, particularly intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, and other interested entities.

5. By its decision 5/COP.2, COP reaffirmed decision 11/COP.1 on procedures
for the communication of information and review of implementation.

6. The format, content and structure for the preparation of the reports on
national action programmes (NAPs) are provided in decision 11/COP.1,
paragraph 10 (a).  As well as a table of contents and an executive summary, each
report shall contain the seven sub-headings or elements agreed upon, as reflected
in section III, A to G.
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     See ICCD/COP(3)/INF.3 of 3 July 1999.2

7. The above-mentioned guidelines have been further elaborated in the Help
Guide,  which was first prepared in March 1999 by the United Nations Institute2

for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the UNCCD secretariat to assist the
African national focal points in preparing their first national reports.  This
Help Guide was reviewed at the meeting of the Asian UNCCD focal points held in
July 1999 in Beijing, China, and also at the Asian regional group meeting at
COP 3 and subsequently adjusted for the Asian country Parties.

B.  Scope of the report

8. In response to the above-mentioned mandate, the secretariat has prepared
this synthesis based on a total of 32 national reports submitted by the following
Parties from the Asian region:

Bahrain, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Laos, Lebanon, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, Palau,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syrian
Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates,
Uzbekistan, Vietnam and Yemen.

9. Of these, 24 reports (75 per cent) were written in English, three
(9 per cent)in Arabic, four (13 per cent) in Russian and one (3 per cent) in
Tajik and then translated into Russian and English.  Except for five, all reports
were received by 25 April 2000.  The summaries of these reports are contained
in ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (A), ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (B) and ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (C).

C.  Approach

10. In synthesizing the information as mandated, the secretariat is mindful
of the format and structure of the previous similar report prepared for the
affected African country Parties (see ICCD/COP(3)/5/Add.2).  The present report
basically follows the same structure as the previous report with minor
modifications.  In particular, a new section on “An overview of the national
reports and emerging trends” is added to highlight the main issues and emerging
trends in the implementation of the Convention by the Asian country Parties.
A section on “Conclusions” is also added to highlight the major findings of the
synthesis.  

II.  AN OVERVIEW OF THE NATIONAL REPORTS AND EMERGING TRENDS

11. Geographically, the reporting Parties that are grouped under the Asian
region are very diverse.  Nine (28 per cent) are located in East and South-East
Asia (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Laos, Mongolia, Myanmar, Republic of Korea,
Singapore and Vietnam); 5 (16 per cent) in South Asia (Bangladesh, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka); 11 (34 per cent) in West Asia (Bahrain, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab
Republic, United Arab Emirates and Yemen); and 5 (16 per cent) in Central Asia
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan).  Two
(6 per cent) reporting Parties are small island states located in the South
Pacific (Fiji and Palau).  These countries have different physical features,
varied climatic conditions and diverse ecosystems.  In most cases, even within
an individual country, the differences in geography and climatic conditions can
be very pronounced.  Thus, the issue of desertification and land degradation must
be addressed within the context of the specific national circumstances.
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     A phenomenon which causes the periodic warming of the tropical Pacific3

Ocean and the consequent disruption of the atmospheric circulation bringing
extreme weather and climate to many low-latitude areas.  El Niño events have a
severe impact on many parts of the world, affecting patterns of temperature,
rainfall and other weather variables such as the frequency of tropical storms.
While some consequences may be beneficial, adverse effects on agricultural
production, water supplies, flood and storm occurrence, and other determinants
of human well-being and economic health frequently occur.

12. With three exceptions (notably small island states), all of these countries
are affected or severely affected by drought and desertification. Drought-prone
areas and areas affected by desertification make up a large part of their
territories.  Many of these countries, some recently, have suffered from drought
of catastrophic proportions.  As billions of people in this region depend on land
for most of their needs, recurrent droughts and desertification constitute
serious threats to their livelihoods.  Indeed, it has been observed that
desertification and the loss of crops due to drought might have caused more human
suffering than any other problem in the areas concerned.  Thus, the prevention
of further degradation of land or pasture represents an urgent and pressing
environmental and socio-economic challenge for these countries.

13. Most Parties have identified in their national reports the causes of
desertification and land degradation, which are physical and/or human factors.
The physical factors include:  climatic (e.g. lack or reduction of rainfall and
hence the lack of surface and groundwater resources; high evaporation rate; and
El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO)  and physiographic variations; fragile3

ecosystems and geology; low nutrient content or high acidity in soils; soil
erosion by wind and water (including floods); landslides (these could also be
caused by human activities); sand drifting; forest fires; land degraded by
salinization/alkalization; and/or freezing and melting processes on cold
plateaux; and the impact of global climate change.  The human factors include:
population growth; socio-economic and industrial development; urbanization and
land-use changes, including agricultural expansion and unsustainable agricultural
practices such as slash and burn; development of steep slopes; deforestation or
over exploitation of forest resources; over-grazing; over-use or misuse of water
resources; irrigation leading to the washing away of the topsoil; excessive use
of chemicals and wars.  Most Parties have emphasized the linkage between poverty
and desertification.  Indeed, poverty alleviation remains a major challenge for
environmental management and sustainable development.

14. The major impact of desertification and land degradation identified by the
reporting Parties includes: loss of natural resources (e.g. land, water and
forest); deteriorating socio-economic conditions and livelihood support systems;
a diminishing of the food security base of populations and livestock; reduction
in irrigation potential; loss of biodiversity; reduced availability of biomass
for fuel; and reduction in carbon reservoir or carbon sink.

15. All reporting Parties have formulated policies, programmes and/or plans
to deal with environmental degradation, including desertification and land
degradation.  Many have also formulated specific policies, programmes and/or
plans to deal with desertification.  Some have taken initiatives before and even
well before the advent of UNCCD.  However, UNCCD has proved to be a catalyst for
many countries to focus or re-focus on the issue of desertification, as reflected
by the formulation of strategies and policies, and the establishment of
institutional frameworks for implementing national, subregional and regional
action programmes, many of which are still in the formulation process.  

16. Many Parties recognize that it is far more cost-effective to prevent
desertification than to regenerate already damaged land.  Increasingly, 
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therefore, efforts have been refocused to tackle systematically the root causes
of the problem.  These Parties also recognize that the solutions to
desertification are closely linked to environmental, social, economic, cultural,
and political issues.  Thus, a holistic, coordinated and comprehensive approach
is required for the overall management of land use of drylands.  Action must be
centred on solutions that address the need for viable livelihoods of affected
people.  In this respect, political will needs to be strengthened to find the
solutions to desertification.

17. Many Parties indicated that they lack the financial resources, and hence
the means, to sufficiently implement the Convention.  Some still need technical
and/or financial assistance to complete the national action programming process
and move into the operational phase.  Indeed, almost all reporting Parties have
expressed their financial, technical and technological needs for combating
desertification.  Capacity-building remains the most immediate priority for them
to effectively implement the Convention. 

18. Certain specific features have emerged from the subregions (annex I).  For
example, in West Asia, the combat against desertification and the response to
severe climatic conditions have played an integral part of development strategies
that were established in these countries, even before the existence of UNCCD.
This feature could explain why the response to the establishment of a national
action programme fully compliant with UNCCD provisions has not been as pronounced
as might have been expected.  Some Parties in the subregion, suffering a water
crisis in their arid and semi-arid areas, have adopted measures for preserving
existing agricultural land and the landscaping.  These include the formulation
of legislation to strictly monitor the use of groundwater and drilling of wells;
improving irrigation methods (e.g. to replace the traditional methods of flood
and unlined channels by modern irrigation methods such as drip and sprinkler
irrigation); replacing high-irrigation requirement crops with others; introducing
tariffs for using the underground water, using treated sewage effluent (TSE) for
irrigation; constructing land drainage; zoning of agricultural land; improving
agricultural research activities; enhancing agricultural extension services; and
supporting agricultural input by limited levels of subsidies.  The emerging
features of the West Asian subregion are described in more detail in annex I (A).

19. The main specific feature of the Central Asian subregion, however, is that
it is comprised of countries with very similar patterns of historical, economic
and political development, in both the pre- and post-independence period.  Since
the early 1990s, all countries of the subregion have been undergoing the process
of radical socio-economic reforms, including democratization, decentralization,
privatization, transparency and improved access to information for ordinary
citizens, land reforms etc., which have direct or indirect implications for
environmental protection, including the combat against desertification.  The
transformation period is accompanied in most countries by serious economic
difficulties, which, in some cases, are exacerbated by political disturbances.
Despite these difficulties, the Central Asian Parties have not only ratified the
Convention, but also adopted measures that are conducive to the effective
implementation of the Convention.  The transboundary projects, such as those on
the Aral and Caspian seas, reflect the subregional cooperation for, inter alia,
combating desertification and land degradation.  The emerging features of the
Central Asian subregion are described in more detail in annex I (B).

20. The countries with economies in transition are not only restricted to the
Central Asian Parties.  To a lesser or greater extent, they also include such
countries as Cambodia, Laos, Mongolia, and Viet Nam where the national economies
are undergoing a similar transformation, and hence their strategies and policies
on environmental protection, including a land-use system that has implications
for land degradation, have been going through substantial reforms.  This is the
prominent trend among this group of countries.
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21. Another interesting emerging trend is the partnership formed between
developing country Parties themselves, as reflected by a number of their joint
projects and programmes that are mutually beneficial.  This shows that much
expertise and experience can be shared between developing country Parties, and
that the potential for the developing country Parties’ partnership should be
further and more fully explored. 

22. In many countries, the consumption of firewood (including charcoal) has
led to large-scale denudation and destruction of forests, which contribute to
land degradation.  Hence there is a need for integrating sustainable energy
development as part of the strategy for combating desertification and for
preventing land degradation.  Some Parties recognized that renewable energy
resources could provide the basis for sustainable energy development.  

23. Many Parties link the issues of desertification and land degradation with
those of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  To illustrate this point, a Party pointed
out that in addition to the conservation and enrichment of biological activities
and soil and water conservation, UNCCD would greatly help in reducing the rate
of CO  emission by sequestering CO  in terrestrial ecosystems, and hence this2 2

would make a strong case for UNCCD to be seriously considered by the
multilateral donor agencies as a separate focal area of action (with reference
to the Global Environment Facility).  There is a need for programme coordination,
cooperation and synergy between these three conventions, especially between CBD
and UNCCD, so as to maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of their respective
programmes.

III.  SYNTHESIS OF INFORMATION CONTAINED IN NATIONAL REPORTS

24. Twenty reporting Parties (62.5 per cent) followed or largely followed the
reporting Guidelines as provided in decision 11/COP.1 by including all or most
of the seven sub-headings or elements in their national reports.  In some cases,
however, the descriptions under specific sub-headings or elements are rudimentary
because key steps in the implementation of the Convention (i.e. the consultative
process, participatory process, identification of appropriate benchmarks and
indicators) are either not yet established or still in the process of being
established.  Seven Parties (22 per cent) provided comprehensive reports but they
do not include all the sub-headings or elements suggested by the reporting
Guidelines.  Four Parties (12.5 per cent) provided very brief reports, which can
be regarded largely as summaries, focusing on the issues that are of the most
concern to them.  One Party provided an outline of its draft report, which is
expected to be finalized and submitted soon. (A table of contents of a
compilation of summaries is contained in annex II.)

25. The information contained in the national reports is synthesized as follows
based on the sub-headings or elements suggested by the reporting Guidelines.

A.  Strategies and priorities established within the framework
of sustainable development plans and/or policies

26. All reporting Parties recognized the importance of sustainable development,
as reflected by the development and formulation of the sustainable development
strategies, policies, plans and priorities for various key socio-economic
sectors, such as agriculture, industry, land use, forestry, the coastal zone and
energy.  Many  have adopted strategies to implement Agenda 21, or have developed
a national and/or local Agenda 21 for the key socio-economic sectors.  These
strategies have contributed to the prevention of desertification and land
degradation.  Some Central Asian Parties indicated that consequent to the
political events in their countries more attention was paid to sustainable
development and environmental protection in general, especially to the prevention
of land degradation and to combat desertification.
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27. All reporting Parties have enacted legislation to protect their environment
and natural resources, such as land, coastal, marine, forest, water and energy
resources; some of them did so well before the United Nations Conference on the
Environment and Development (UNCED) held in 1992 at Rio de Janeiro.  The
environmental legislation is usually reflected in their national development
plans (for example, in five-year plans) or master plans; national conservation
strategies or environment policies; national environment action plans (NEAP) or
national action programmes on the environment (NAPE).  The environmental
legislation of some Parties is also based on the constitution of the country.
Information on the enforcement process of legislation in most reporting Parties,
however, is largely lacking; though some admitted that the enforcement of
legislation could be further improved.

28. Of the 32 reporting Parties, 8 (25 per cent) have specifically formulated
their national action plans or programmes (NAPs), of which 6 were formulated
under the UNCCD process.  Five (16 per cent) reported that their NAPs for
desertification are being dealt with as part of their national environment or
sustainable development plans; five (16 per cent) reported that they have
initiated the NAP process; seven (22 per cent) have not yet started the NAP
process; while three (9 per cent) have not provided any information.  With or
without NAPs, most reporting Parties in various subregions have a long history
of developing programmes for combating desertification and preventing land
degradation, including afforestation programmes; social forestry and agro-
forestry development programmes; and forest conservation and protection,
especially against fires.  Most reporting parties expressed the need for
financial and technical assistance to prepare the NAPs, including, in some cases,
a review of existing strategies, programmes and plans in the light of the added
value derived from the Convention.  The status of the NAP process in Asian
Parties is given in annex III.

29. Of those who have formulated NAPs, most provided very little information
on the implementation, though some indicated that their NAPs are being
implemented in phases.  For example, China has set three phases to implement its
NAP:  from 1996 to 2000, from 2001 to 2010, and from 2011 to 2050; and this
timetable is coherent with its National and Social Development Plan.

30. The top priority of most of the reporting Parties for sustainable
development is to eradicate poverty.  In addition, the priority areas identified
by the reporting Parties for action to combat desertification and land
degradation include:  (a) responding to population growth; (b) institutional,
human and technical capacity-building; (c) natural resources inventory;
(d) assessment of desertification and land degradation, including status, causes,
processes, rates of degradation, physical and socio-economic impact, technologies
for land use and water resources, and best practices; (e) monitoring of
desertification and land degradation, including development of observation
networks, indicators and on early warning systems; (f) access to information and
networking; (g) development of measures for rational forest utilization,
afforestation and improvement of forest protection; (h) rehabilitation of pasture
and forest lands; (i) sustainable energy development, including the efficient
use of biomass energy; (j) improvement of degraded lands with a view to
preventing salinity, and water and wind erosion of soils, so as to enhance land
productivity for the rural economy; (k) development of appropriate legal and
economic instruments to create incentives for effective and better use and
management of natural resources; (l) development of measures on farming
adjustment to climate change and droughts (e.g. reducing the cotton mono-culture
as reported by one Party in Central Asia); (m) improvement and wide application
of soil-protection technology of cultivation of farm crops; (n) stabilizing
moving sands to protect pastures, populated areas and economic objects; (o)
public awareness on desertification and land degradation; and (p) development
of traditional industries, business and sectors of agriculture.  Some of the
above priorities are immediate, while others can be pursued in the longer term.
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B.  Institutional measures taken to implement the Convention

31. All reporting Parties have undertaken relevant institutional measures to
implement the Convention.  These include the establishment of an institutional
framework for coherent and functional control of desertification; and designation
of relevant ministries or officials as the national focal points (NFPs) to
facilitate and coordinate integrated planning and implementation of activities
of the Convention at national, subregional, regional and international levels.

32. Of the 32 reporting Parties, 22 (69 per cent) have established national
coordinating bodies (NCBs) or national coordination committees to provide policy
guidance on issues related to the implementation of UNCCD; to promote education,
public awareness and capacity-building; to review and update NAPs; and to
strengthen inter-agency coordination and implementation of specific programmes
for combating desertification.  Seven Parties (22 per cent) have established or
are planning to establish NCBs.  Three Parties (9 per cent) did not provide any
information.

33. NCBs are often intersectoral and multidisciplinary in character, and their
meetings are often attended by stakeholders, including multisectoral
representation from key government ministries and departments (in some cases
including provincial government representatives); academic and research
institutions; non-governmental and community-based organizations, including
women’s and youth groups; the private sector; international agencies; and the
donor community.  Some NCBs are complemented by bureaux or supported by other
subcommittees, such as technical and information/communication subcommittees.

34. Most NCBs are located within the ministries in charge of agriculture,
water, land, the environment or forestry.  One is located in the National
Disaster Management Office, one in the Ministry of State and one in the
Administration of Hydrometeorology.  Within NCBs, an official is usually
designated as the National Focal Point.  Some NCBs have the legal authority to
implement policies and programmes, while others have no such status.  The
financial resources of some NCBs come from government allocations or donor-funded
projects.  

35. At least one Party reported that its NCB has improved the organization,
coordination, management and supervision of work to combat desertification across
countries and it has played an important role in addressing the key issues
involved and in coordinating various activities of the departments concerned.

36. Apart from NCBs, two Parties have also established a national committee
for sustainable development (NCSD) and made it the lead institution in
formulating and developing environmental strategy and policy, including those
related to desertification and land degradation.  One Party is in the process
of creating a national council for sustainable development under a proposed
Sustainable Development Bill “to provide effective and coordinated decision-
making on sustainable development - planning, policies and implementation
programmes and, where necessary, to provide for environmentally sound and
sustainable resource use and allocation”.

37. Some Parties have reorganized their legal and organizational structures
to implement land reform policy, accelerate decentralization processes and
facilitate self-governance at the local level.  Other institutional measures
taken by some Parties to implement the Convention include the establishment of
(a) thematic working groups; (b) expert groups within NCBs; (c) a roster of
independent experts to provide consultation on various fields related to
desertification; (d) monitoring, research and development, and  training centres
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for combating desertification; (e) an information network; and (f) relevant
local institutions or centres to coordinate activities at the provincial (or
state) and local levels.

38. Two Central Asian Parties reported that in line with unfolding activities
on combating desertification, the national system of relevant laws and
administrative norms should be further developed and adjusted.

39. One Party in West Asia mentioned the Steering Committee of the
Desertification Combating and Green Areas Program of the Arab World, which is
the technical secretariat of the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the
Environment.

C.  Participatory process in support of the preparation
and implementation of the action programme

40. All Parties recognized that the participatory process is an essential
part of the formulation, preparation and implementation of NAPs.  Thus, in many
instances, necessary measures have been taken to ensure active participation
of all relevant stakeholders, including those from both the public and private
sector, academic and research institutions; local communities; women and youth
groups; non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the media.  These
stakeholders are represented at all levels through local and national
workshops, seminars, conferences and public awareness campaigns.
Questionnaires, semi-structured interview techniques and participatory rural
appraisal methods have also been used to facilitate the participatory and
consultation processes.  In some cases, subregional, regional and international
workshops and symposiums were also held within the countries.  However, at
least one Party reported that some of their stakeholders are not fully
responsive.  This points to the urgent need for public awareness, education and
training at the national and local levels.

41. Many Parties have enhanced local community participation, especially
indigenous people, in natural resources management.  Some Parties in South Asia
have reported information on community-based development strategy and policy
for rural development.  Legislative measures have been adopted to reduce state
intervention, and to empower local and village communities for their
involvement in development activities, including natural resource management.
The participation of community representatives from areas affected by
desertification and land degradation has facilitated the bottom-up approach in
defining strategic solutions to the problems.  

42. A few Parties that have not yet prepared a NAP indicated that they would
involve all stakeholders in the process.  To this end, an inventory of
stakeholders will be undertaken before the organizational meetings for
developing NAPs.

43. As mentioned in almost all the national reports, the NGOS, which are
often represented in the NCBs, play an important role in decision-making in the
implementation of the Convention.  In addition, they assist in promoting public
awareness on the issues related to desertification and land degradation.   Some
of these organizations are involved in planting trees, establishing village
plant nurseries and forestry demonstration plots.  However, most NGOs are
constrained by limited resources, and some need enhancement of their skills.
It is to be seen as an encouraging sign that the ability of such organizations
to reach out to people at the grass-roots level was reflected in most of the
national reports.

44. In order to facilitate the participatory process, many Parties have
emphasized the importance of raising public awareness, education and training.
These include the establishment and/or strengthening of their information
network for sharing information, knowledge and experiences, using multimedia
such as television, radio, the Internet, publications (e.g. newspapers and 
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journals); posters, pamphlets, calendars etc., as effective promotional tools.
Environmental courses have also been included in the formal education at
primary, secondary and tertiary levels.  Training of trainers has also been
initiated in some Parties.

45. Many Parties reported efforts on raising public awareness on combating
desertification.  For example, one Party reported that a large number of
volunteers including old people, youth, women, officials, scholars and soldiers
appeared on Tree-Planting days, World Environment Day, World Water Day and
World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought to undertake such activities
as planting trees so as to combat desertification and improve the environment.
Another Party reported that on the World day to Combat Desertification, an on-
the-spot painting competition for children of different groups was held with
a view to sensitizing them to issues relating to desertification and land
degradation.  Other publicity measures by the NGOs include the publication of
UNCCD material on drought and desertification in local languages;
identification of historical reasons of droughts and desertification processes;
organizing workshops and establishing their focal points for coordination
between themselves.  Another Party reported the celebration of World Days on
the environment, desertification and biodiversity, including forest and soil
conservation days at the local level.

46. Many Parties paid special tribute to women who have always played a major
role in efforts for combating desertification.  One Party reported that efforts
to improve women’s access to critical input and productive resources (such as
land, houses and trees, through joint or individual titles) have been expanded
to include support through credit or small-scale capital, marketing and
training in skills/management and technology.  Developing women’s organizations
is now accepted as an effective strategy for empowering women.  But on the
whole, the role of women has not been well documented.

D.  Consultative process in support of the preparation and
implementation of the national action programme and
the partnership agreement with developed country
Parties and other interested entities

47. The Parties that have prepared NAPs reported that they have gone through
a consultative process often involving relevant stakeholders, including
partners with developed country Parties and other interested entities.  Indeed,
the programmes of many Parties were assisted by international agencies and/or
donor countries.

48. Most Parties reported that they made efforts to mobilize funds
internally, but given the magnitude of the problem, external assistance remains
essential.  Formal and informal consultations have been held between many
Parties and the donor communities with a view to enhancing cooperation and
partnership in the implementation of the Convention.  For example, one Party
in Central Asia reported on organizing annual round-table meetings for
international organizations and partners.  Another Party in the subregion
reported that as part of the UNCCD process, useful consultations have been
taking place in the context of multilateral projects on the Aral and Caspian
seas.  One Party will convene a UNCCD round-table meeting in the third quarter
of 2000.

49. Many Parties acknowledge and appreciate the financial and technical
support provided by international partners for activities related to the
implementation of the environment, forestry, agriculture, soil and water
management, and the rehabilitation of degraded lands.  Some Parties have
received international support for their NAP process; for others, such
partnership arrangements are beginning to emerge.  The bodies and organizations
of the United Nations system (UNCCD, UNDP/UNSO, UNEP, ESCAP, ESCWA),
United Nations specialized agencies (FAO, International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), the World Bank), and multilateral and regional organizations
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(European Union (EU), the Global Environment Facility (GEF), IUCN, JICA, OXFAM,
Asian Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank), and some donor countries,
such as Australia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Japan,
Netherlands, Norway, Republic of Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America, have been
mentioned in one or more reports as having provided financial and technical
assistance in various areas related to the environment and land
degradation/desertification.  Most Parties appealed for further international
support or for support that is more specifically targeted at the UNCCD process.

50. Several Parties reported that they have used their own resources to
prepare and to implement the NAP, as they did not receive any significant
support and active participation of international agencies.  One Party commented
that in general the degree of support and the participation of the international
organizations and developed countries in the preparation of NAPs in the context
of the Convention remains low.  It is envisioned in most reports, explicitly or
implicitly, that the next phases of the UNCCD process will certainly require
more financial and technical support by international organizations and
developed country Parties.  Indeed, many Parties appeal for international
support in the form of new and additional funding, as well as mobilizing and
channelling the existing resources to support the most affected regions and
countries.

51. One interesting trend is the partnerships formed not only between
developing and developed country Parties, but also between the developing
country Parties themselves, as reflected by a number of joint projects and
programmes that are mutually beneficial.  This shows that much expertise and
experience can be shared between developing country Parties, and the potential
for this sort of partnership should be further and fully explored.  

52. Some Parties reported the organization of meetings with donor countries.
In addition, regional and international seminars and symposiums on
desertification and land degradation were organized by many Parties, and
supported and attended by international partners with a view to sharing
experiences and mobilizing external resources.  However, it is not clear that
follow-up steps are being taken to secure continuity and concrete results.

53. Many Parties indicated that after the NAP is finalized, appropriate
programmes identified and prioritized, consultation with multilateral and
bilateral agencies and international donors would commence for mobilization of
the much-needed resources to tackle the problem areas.  Many Parties have
formulated project proposals for financial and technical support.   

54. In Central Asia, in the absence of a formally established mechanism for
consultations between partners at the national or local levels, activities of
the country offices of the United Nations Development Programme are perceived
as particularly important with regard to convening regular donor meetings and
facilitating contacts between the NCB/NFP and the international partners.  One
Party in Central Asia notes the role of UNDP in involving non-governmental
organizations, local people and relevant authorities in the UNCCD process.  In
the same subregion, the catalytic role of the UNCCD secretariat was also
recognized.

E.  Measures taken or planned within the framework of the national action
programme, including measures to improve the economic environment, to
conserve natural resources, to improve institutional organizations,
to improve knowledge of desertification and to monitor and assess
the effects of drought

55. For those Parties that followed the reporting Guidelines and the Help
Guide, the coverage of this section varies considerably.  Some provided adequate
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information, while others provided only limited information.  Several others
discussed mainly ongoing programmes and projects, indicating a diverse
understanding of the sub-heading.  It should be noted that information given
under this sub-heading has also been included in other sections of the reports.

56. Within the framework of the national action plans or programmes, all
reporting Parties are taking measures or planning to take measures to conserve
natural resources (see paragraph 27), to improve institutional organizations
(see paragraph 31), knowledge of desertification and the capacity to monitor and
assess the effects of drought.  Most importantly, all of them strive to improve
the economic environment by adopting Agenda 21 and promoting sustainable
development so as to provide a better living standard and environment for their
people (see paragraph 26).  Poverty alleviation remains one of the major social
goals of the reporting Parties.

57. Regarding diagnosis and evaluation of past experiences, some Parties
briefly reviewed their past programmes, as well as the causes and trends on
desertification and land degradation, so as to draw some lessons for the current
action programmes.  Several Parties reported the existence of a mechanism for
a regular evaluation of on-going programmes in order to improve their content
and implementation.  

58. Some Parties highlighted the importance of traditional or indigenous
knowledge, practices and technologies that have proved to be useful to the local
people.  These include crop production, mixed farming, water harvesting,
conservation of forage, a combined production system, biodiversity conservation,
forestry and domestic energy.  These Parties have adopted measures to protect
and promote traditional or indigenous knowledge, practices and technologies.

59. Most Parties in Central Asia are critical of the pre-independence period,
which was generally characterized by inadequate attention to the protection of
the environment and by over-exploitation of land and water resources without due
regard to ecological consequences, such as desertification and other forms of
land degradation.  However, two Parties in the subregion mentioned the
establishment of well-known scientific and applied desert research in the former
Soviet Central Asian republics.  One Party noted that the problems experienced
in the past in desertification control had been dealt with in a series of books
written and published in the post-independence period in English, Russian and
the local language.

60. With respect to the establishment of technical programmes and integrated
projects to combat desertification, some Parties proposed plans of action, while
many confined themselves to providing a long list of short-, medium- and long-
term projects in different sectors, such as an inventory of projects that embody
UNCCD principles and that are being or should be integrated into the NAP
process.  In this context it should be noted that many reporting Parties do not
distinguish clearly between the projects that have already been formulated and
those that are still under discussion.

61. One Party reported the nation-wide inventory and mapping of desertified
land.  This information systematically revealed the desertified land area,
distribution and causes, and analysed the desertification expansion trend.
Since 1999, being aware of the dynamic status of desertification, this Party has
undertaken the nation-wide monitoring of desertification with thousands of
sampling plots aimed at the collection and dissemination of information, so as
to provide a scientific basis for better decision-making.

62. On effective measures for local capacity-building, many parties reported
that despite governmental efforts, a lot remains to be done in terms of
capacity-building, particularly at the grass-root level, for the efficient
implementation of NAPs.  Some Parties aim to strengthen existing research
institutions.  Capacity-building at various levels, including training, is a 
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time-consuming process and it should be given high priority.  This is an area
where external assistance would be required.

63. Some Parties highlighted the constraints in the decentralization process,
which include limited capacities and financial resources at the provincial and
district levels for undertaking relevant activities at the local levels.  

64. One Party pointed out that a large volume of previous quality work has
been ignored, and suggested that political will needs to be strengthened to take
concrete action.  The same Party cited the lack of interdepartmental
coordination as a major obstacle to conservation. 

65. On other issues mentioned under this sub-heading, the information provided
in the reports is rather sketchy and does not allow a common trend to be
established.

F.  Financial allocations from national budgets in support of
implementation as well as financial assistance and
technical cooperation received and needed,
identifying and prioritizing requirements

66. Most reporting Parties provided information on financial sources for
activities related to drought, desertification and land degradation.  Funds
usually come from allocations from national budgets.  Some supplemented the
available funds by contributions from state or provincial and local governments,
dedicated sectoral funds as well as international assistance.  However, it is
clear that financial resources for combating desertification have not been
adequate, from either internal or external sources.  Several Parties expressed
the wish that the Global Mechanism of UNCCD would facilitate the provision of
substantial financial support to member States for implementation of the
Convention.  Many Parties have not contacted the Global Mechanism for financial
support.  Several reporting Parties recognized the potential role of the private
sector.

67. Most Parties reported that the bulk of resources for the NAP process is
or is being provided by Governments.  Many acknowledged the assistance provided
by the UNCCD secretariat in organizing national seminars for formulating NAPs.
However, many recognized that due to their limited resources and the magnitude
of the problem, the successful implementation of their NAPs will depend, to a
large extent, on international support.  Thus, they urge donors to increase
funding in order to enable them to complete the development and implementation
of the initial stage of their NAPs.  In particular, financial and technical
assistance on human, institutional and technical capacity-building are
critically needed.  Despite financial constraint, most Parties are prepared to
share their experiences with other countries by, among other things, organizing
training courses for experts from affected countries, developing and
implementing joint projects and study tours.

68. The Central Asian Parties indicated that due to the change of political
system and the orientation towards market economies, the previous centralized
state management of land use has been weakened, while the close economic
interrelations among former Soviet republics have been greatly disrupted, which
has led to a sharp decline of their economic potential.  As a result, ability
to fund many economic projects, including those on combating desertification and
drought consequences, is limited.  They called for further international
assistance.

69. Some Parties mentioned the support provided by multilateral, bilateral and
international agencies.  It is interesting to note that some Parties also
reported the technical assistance received from other developing country
Parties.  Indeed, many reporting Parties have joint projects with other
developing countries. 



ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (D)
Page 16

70. One Party in East Asia mentioned the establishment of a system within the
national legislative framework to collect fees for the use of natural resources
to fund activities to combat desertification.  Some Parties mentioned the
establishment of an environmental protection fund or environmental trust fund
to be used for activities to combat desertification.  One Party in Central Asia
also mentioned the establishment of a specific National Fund to Combat
Desertification.  However, this Party stated further that without financial
support by donors, both international organizations and developed country
Parties, the fund can not become operational.  Another Party in South Asia
mentioned that a task force has been created by the government to prepare the
design and modalities of a national desertification fund.  Some reporting
Parties have established well-defined financial mechanisms and project funding
procedures for relevant stakeholders, such as NGOs, community-based
organizations (CBOs) and local communities to prepare project proposals within
the NAP framework for funding.  

71. One Party in Central Asia reported that in view of serious economic
difficulties and indebtedness, its capacity for incurring more loans for
environment protection is limited.  The same Party is critical of the conditions
for some ecological loans, particularly as regards “tied” loans which, according
to the report, have a negative impact on unfolding national capacities to
protect the environment.

72. One Party recognized that the benefits of investment in environmental
projects for combating desertification and conservation of natural resources
are, in most cases, indirect and sometimes it is difficult to assess their
monetary value.  In many cases the benefits accrue after a long period.  The
investment in activities identified in NAP should, therefore, be visualized in
terms of their indirect and direct benefits to the society and to the nation.
It is also difficult to assess the spillover of the beneficial effects of the
investment in one sector/area over other sectors/areas of natural resources
management.

G.  Review of the benchmarks and indicators utilized to measure
progress, and an assessment thereof

73. Decision 11/COP.3 urges Parties to initiate testing impact indicators
proposed by the ad hoc panel and to encourage the use of these indicators as
well as the use of numerical indicators enabling comparison of status on
desertification and implementation, in national reporting to the Conference of
the Parties at its fourth session.  However, no specific information is provided
by the reporting Parties on the implementation of this decision.  

74. Some Parties, however, indicated that they have developed, or are in the
process of developing various physical, biological and socio-economic benchmarks
and indicators to assess the impact of desertification and land degradation.
Many used the impact indicators proposed by the ad hoc panel as a guide to
develop their basic national impact indicators.  One Party in Central Asia
intends to develop a special set of very simple indicators that could be easily
understood and applied by persons without specialized knowledge. 

75. Many reporting Parties have established national monitoring, observation
and information systems to appraise the status and trend of desertification.
Apart from a network of ground observation stations, many also obtained images
obtained from satellites to monitor desertification.  It is noted that the
satellites are equipped with instruments for surveying in the visible, infrared
and microwave ranges of the spectrum, which makes the information obtained
particularly varied and valuable.  Some reported on an operational mechanism for
monitoring and assessing the environment, including environmental impact 
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auditing, not only at the national level, but also at the provincial and local
levels.  However, some admitted that such a mechanism has yet to be established
due to the lack of financial resources and the lack of or limited capacity.

76. Selected indicators should have baseline data to indicate the benchmark,
so that it can be used to measure change for evaluating future trends.  Baseline
monitoring of desertification and land degradation, however, is a difficult and
complex task.  A sufficient number of monitoring stations are needed to provide
adequate spatial coverage of the vulnerable areas, while remote sensing imagery
with proper ground truthing is useful for assessing plant cover and biomass.
A multidisciplinary team of experts from various government and non-governmental
organizations is also needed.  Many reporting Parties have yet to build up such
technical capacity.  

77. Some Parties reported that they have developed a meteorological and
environmental information database.  For example, one Party in Central Asia
reported that its new database, with an information-reference system contains
data on various aspects related to desertification, including topographic and
subject maps, aerial and space images, analysis and estimation of
desertification processes, criteria and indices of current state and tendencies
in desertification development, world experience in desertification control,
international cooperation and partnership as well as relevant bibliography.
This database has been used by the specialists of the Institute to develop
monitoring techniques and guidelines for plotting desertification maps.
However, many also indicated that they have yet to establish an effective
information database system.  Some indicated that the capacity for harmonizing
existing information systems in related fields is also very limited.

78. Many reporting Parties recognized the importance of subregional and
regional cooperation in the areas of monitoring and assessment of the
environment (including desertification), and sharing experiences and
information.  Once again, this highlights the importance of technical assistance
shared between developing country Parties.

IV.  LESSONS LEARNED FROM NATIONAL REPORTS

A.  The National Action Programme formulation and implementation process

79. As already mentioned in paragraph 32, the majority (approximately
69 per cent) of the reporting Parties have already formulated or are in the
process of formulating NAPs for combating desertification, including the review
of existing frameworks.  Many Parties recognized the shortcomings of the past
programmes related to natural resource management, which include:  (a) absence
of integrated approach; (b) lack of inter-departmental coordination; (c) lack
of public awareness and public participation in design, formulation and
implementation; (d) lack of people’s empowerment; (e) neglect of traditional or
indigenous knowledge, knowhow, practices and technologies; and (f) lack of
political will to confront the root causes of the problem.  These Parties have
taken or are taking steps to overcome these weaknesses, so that the NAPs are
reflecting the principles of UNCCD and also the consensus of all stakeholders
in the countries. 

80. Many reporting Parties also recognized the complementarity between NAPs
and national development plans related to the major areas of natural resources,
particularly national environmental action plans and national conservation
strategies, which are the framework for overall natural resource management.
In order to maximize complementarity and to ensure the effective use of limited
resources, it seems that it would be appropriate for the UNCCD process to
identify and analyse the gaps and the added value of the NAP new programming
initiatives.
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81. Some Parties reported that various sector and cross-sector projects and
programmes related to environmental protection, including desertification
control, are serviced by different ministries.  Effective interministerial
coordination for the implementation of NAPs will be important to ensure the
cost-effectiveness of these projects and programmes.  This would also be
facilitated through partnership arrangements with developed country Parties
targeted specifically at the NAP process.   

82. Almost all reporting Parties have mentioned or identified their financial,
technical and technological needs in the implementation of the Convention.  In
particular, capacity-building is probably one of the most immediate needs for
most of the reporting Parties.  The specific needs and priorities for capacity-
building can be summarized as follows:

(a) Establishment or strengthening of institutional frameworks for
combating  desertification and preventing land degradation, including existing
academic, scientific, technical and research institutions, non-governmental
organizations, and CBOs;  the role of NCBs and NFPs, as well as an appropriate
mechanism for effective coordination of national, subregional, regional and
international activities;

(b) Consolidation and updating of environmental and resource management
policies and legislation including the promotion of sustainable use of natural
resources, traditional and indigenous knowledge, know-how, practices and
technologies;

(c) Enhancing the human, institutional and technical capacities
(including training and exchange programmes) monitoring (including baseline
monitoring); assessment of degraded lands and of the aridity and desertification
process; data collection, analysis, management, reporting and dissemination;
upgrading of research and observation technologies (hardware and software),
including enhancement of national meteorological, climatological and
hydrological capabilities in weather forecasting and drought early warning
systems; remote sensing and the Geographical Information System (GIS); studies
of linkages between desertification and climate change; formulation and
implementation of environmental legal or regulatory and economic instruments;
planning, especially land-use planning; and project implementation and
assessment; 

(d) Development of effective databases and informational systems related
to drought, land degradation and desertification; and establishment of national
or regional clearinghouses for information sharing and networking;  

(e) Preparation of emergency integrated plans to address the effects of
drought and other natural or human-induced disasters, including forest fires;
and improving the status of food security;

(f) Strengthening national, subregional and regional scientific,
technical and technological research capabilities; promoting regional and
international cooperation in terms of academic and professional exchange
programmes between Parties (between developing and developed country Parties as
well as between developing country Parties), so as to share experiences and
lessons learned;

(g) Creating an enabling environment to promote the transfer,
acquisition, adaptation and development of appropriate technologies for
combating desertification and preventing land degradation;

(h) Raising public awareness, especially the development of programmes,
including relevant outreach materials on all aspects related to land degradation
and desertification; and the means for their dissemination.
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83. There is a great need to periodically consult with international partners
at country level, to enter into partnership arrangements and to review the
progress of NAP so as to identify constraints and shortcomings during the
implementation process.  Monitoring and evaluation of activities implemented
within the NAP framework may be undertaken following a logical framework or its
equivalent, which may be developed among the Parties.

84. In order to enhance local participation in NAP, one Party has
institutionalized the benefit-sharing mechanism in forest, park and irrigation
water management to provide incentives for the participation of community user
groups.  This is a good practice that may be of interest to other Parties.

B.  The national reporting process

85. The reporting Guidelines and the Help Guide have provided a common format
and basis for the preparation of national reports by the Asian country Parties
(annex II).  They have facilitated the identification of common features in the
implementation of the Convention by these Parties.  In general, compliance with
the reporting Guidelines and the Help Guide has been satisfactory; however, a
number of Parties did not follow the Guidelines or the Help Guide.  This could
be due to one or more of the following reasons:  (a) the Parties are not in a
position to report the information as required by the Guidelines and as
suggested by the Help Guide (e.g. lack of information due to the lack of
activities); (b) lack of coordination in information sharing; (c) NFP was not
then sufficiently exposed to the UNCCD process; and (d) the Parties did not have
sufficient resources or capacity to comply.

86. For those Parties that followed the reporting Guidelines, the coverage
under each sub-heading or element varied in scope and depth, probably due to the
availability of information.  Some ignored certain sub-headings or elaborations
suggested by the Help Guide.  This could be due to a lack of information.  There
is also evidence that some Parties were trying to streamline the Guidelines,
which have some overlapping elements in the sub-headings.  

87. Apart from the financial and technical constraints, very few Parties have
specifically reported on the problems and difficulties they encountered during
the formulation, implementation and reporting of their NAPs.  Perhaps it would
be useful to further adjust reporting to facilitate assessment and to better
identify the problems and difficulties encountered, so that specific or common
solutions may be found.

88. Feedback by the Parties on the reporting format would be necessary to
facilitate a revision of the Help Guide format with a view to (a) improving the
reporting process, including the analytical content of the national reports; and
(b) communicating information as called for by article 26.

V.  CONCLUSIONS

89. A total of 32 national reports from the Asian region were synthesized.
Based on this synthesis, it can be concluded that:

(a) All reporting Parties from the Asia region are committed to
combating desertification and preventing land degradation, as reflected by the
fact that all have formulated or are in the process of formulating policies, and
establishing or strengthening existing institutions, for the implementation of
UNCCD.  Approximately 69 per cent of them have formulated or are in the process
of formulating NAPs, while 22 per cent have not yet started the process, but
indicate that they have the full intention to do so.  In addition, 69 per cent
have established NCBs, while 22 per cent are in the process of doing so.
Approximately 9 per cent of the Parties did not provide any information on the
formulation of NAPs or the establishment of NCBs.  Indeed, with or without NAPs,
most of the reporting Parties in the various subregions have a long history of
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combating desertification that dates back well before the advent of UNCCD.
However, the UNCCD process has certainly helped to focus or to renew focus,
momentum and a new approach to the issue;

(b) Some reporting Parties have yet to formulate NAPs due to the lack
of, or limited, financial resources and capacity.  They indicated the need to
develop partnerships with regional and international agencies, and donor
countries, so as to enhance the momentum of facilitating the formulation and
also the implementation of NAPs.  Several Parties expected the Global Mechanism
to facilitate the provision of substantial financial support to member States
for the implementation of the Convention;  

(c) Most reporting Parties have allocated some resources for the
implementation of the Convention, though these resources are inadequate.  Many
donor countries provided financial and technical assistance for natural
resources management.  In most cases, however, this input is not or not yet
related to the NAP process and thus the added value that is expected from the
Convention in the fight against desertification, in terms of enhanced
coordination, integration of cross-sectoral measures and participatory approach,
cannot be sufficiently demonstrated at this stage.  More focused assistance from
international agencies and donor countries would be crucial in ensuring the
success of the implementation of the Convention;

(d) Poverty is both a cause and a consequence of environmental
degradation, including desertification and land degradation.  Most reporting
Parties recognized the relevance of UNCCD to poverty alleviation.  Hence it
would be appropriate for the NAP process to be given accrued importance in
national efforts for poverty alleviation;

(e) Almost all reporting Parties have, in one way or another, expressed
their needs, some critically, for financial, technical and technological support
in implementing the Convention, including their NAPs.  Specific needs and
priorities for institutional, human, technical, technological and informational
capacity-building have also been identified, as reflected in paragraph 81,
above.  These needs seem to be common to developing country Parties from all
regions.  In this respect, it is encouraging to note that developing country
Parties themselves are also supporting each other in terms of technical
assistance and collaboration;

(f) There is a growing recognition among many reporting Parties that
desertification and land degradation contribute to the loss of biodiversity,
while climate change could exacerbate land degradation and desertification,
which, in turn, would further compound climate change by the loss of carbon
sinks and reservoirs.  Thus, the potential linkages of UNCCD with CBD and UNFCCC
should be fully explored so as to maximize synergy.   

VI.  RECOMMENDATIONS

90. The Conference of the Parties is invited:

(a) To review the first national reports submitted by Asian Parties and
to encourage those Parties that have not yet done so to submit their reports as
soon as they are in a position to do so;

(b) To consider the contents of those reports and the financial,
technical, technological and capacity-building needs expressed by the Asian
developing country Parties, and to take the necessary action and measures to
address them, so as to enable those Parties to participate effectively in the
implementation of the Convention;
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(c) To provide guidance on an appropriate mechanism for the review of
the implementation process, which would require, inter alia, feedback from all
Parties, so as to improve national reporting as well as the communication of
information process, as called for by the Convention in article 26. 

PART TWO:  PROGRESS MADE IN THE FORMULATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE SUBREGIONAL AND REGIONAL ACTION PROGRAMMES IN ASIA

I.  SUMMARY OF REPORTS ON THE PROCESSES RELATING TO THE SUBREGIONAL
AND REGIONAL ACTION PROGRAMMES

91. A review of the national reports that relate to the progress of the
subregional and regional action programmes for Asia elicits the following
observations: 

(a) Subregional action programmes (SRAPs):  The SRAP processes in the
two Asian subregions are progressing cautiously.  This pace is understandable
in view of a host of difficulties relating to the mechanism by which the
subprogrammes are supposed to be thrashed out.  Although interest for
cooperation and collaboration from the country Parties in the subregions are
comparatively high, a more decisive level of support from international and
intergovernmental institutions is needed to assist the subregions in developing
a feasible collaborative arrangement.  There are inherent inadequacies common
in most, if not all, of the countries in the subregions, such as the weak
capacity of institutions and absence of an effective machinery for monitoring
and evaluating progress, which have been major stumbling blocks in pushing for
a coherent subregional action programme.  Part of the agenda, therefore, to
speed up the process is a programme for capacity-building that should be
designed along and within the Asian wide thematic programme areas identified in
the region.  The progress of the RAPs particularly of the thematic programme
networks (TPNs) can be used to speed up the SRAP process up-to-speed, especially
once the networks are formalized;

(b) Funding remains a significant problem.  Although certain resources
can be mobilized for some institutions to support activities identified in SRAP,
in general these cannot be sufficient to cover all the priority activities.  At
this point, while a number of member countries in the subregions are doing their
best to source funds, there appears to be a need for a mechanism that will
prioritize the activities of SRAPs.  The continuing support extended by the
secretariat in catalysing various efforts in the subregions may have to be
maintained until such time that the regional institutions, intergovernmental
organizations and member countries of SRAP have formulated a workable mechanism
that can put SRAP into full operation;

(c) The regional action programme (RAP):  The Asia RAP process, which
was conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, has evolved
and progressed satisfactorily.  Since the holding of the first regional
conference at New Delhi in 1996, member countries have actively participated in
the preparatory work to launch the three Thematic Programme Networks for the
region, namely:  Monitoring and Assessment (TPN1), Agroforestry and Soil
Conservation (TPN2), and Range Management and Sand Dune Fixation  (TPN3).  These
efforts, while still leaving room for improvement, are indicative of the sincere
desire of many member countries to develop RAP promptly.  As with the African
region, there is concern for maintaining the pace of RAP compatible with the
level of progress in the national (NAP) and subregional (SRAP) action programmes
so that the three processes could provide mutually beneficial feedback and
linkages;

(d) The launching of the first two Thematic Programme Networks
spearheaded by the host country focal points was a milestone in the region.  The
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launching reflected the common interest of countries in the region to formulate
a coherent approach to combating desertification.  Through the identified
programme areas, TPNs focused efforts to key problem issues and offered an
approach that avoided duplication.  In many ways TPNs have made countries
realize the potential of collaboration and at the same time highlighted the
importance of maximizing meagre resources to attain the set objectives.

92. Other clear lessons that can be concluded from the experience in the
region included the following:

(a) Efforts must be undertaken at an early stage to operationalize
networking.  This is reflected in the operational guidelines agreed upon by the
member countries in the course of defining the specific priority actions TPNs
will focus on;

(b) The region has a wealth of experience that has been scientifically
and technically recorded.  There is a strong desire to share information that
has been generated and this could be the reason for the high interest in making
the networks operational.  From a network’s operational standpoint, the present
information offers good building blocks for enhancing and strengthening the
collaboration already initiated;

(c) In the light of the level of effort exerted by countries to make the
networks functional, there is a notable increase of interest among bilateral,
regional and multilateral bodies to support the on-going process.  The real test
of support can only be measured by the flow of resources made to implement the
various activities identified by the networks.

II.  PROGRESS REPORT ON THE SUBREGIONAL ACTION PROGRAMMES

A.  West Asia 

93. The West Asian subregion has been involved since 1995 in enhancing
intergovernmental cooperation and drawing up a subregional action programme to
combat desertification (SRAP) pursuant to the Convention, Annex II, article 5.
SRAP evolved through a consensus building process and provided a good
opportunity to collectively recognize the relevance of UNCCD for the countries
of the subregion.  The secretariat responded to the demand for an SRAP in West
Asia by assisting in and facilitating the organization of preparatory meetings.
These meetings, initiated by an awareness-raising forum in Bahrain, were
followed by consultations on programme matters that took place at Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates, at Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic, and at Muscat,
Sultanate of Oman.  This process was further supported by the Gulf Cooperation
Council, the Islamic Development Bank and the Regional Office for Western Asia
of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

94. As a result of those meetings, the Parties of the region reached some
pertinent conclusions and recommendations, i.e. the decision on the
establishment of three thematic programme networks that constituted the main
areas of core activities within the programme.  The three thematic programme
networks focused on:  (a) information and monitoring;(b) drought preparedness;
and (c) strategic studies, research and training needs.  Subregional
institutions, such as the Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab
Region and Europe (CEDARE), the International Center for Agricultural Research
in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), and the Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and
Dry Lands (ACSAD), were identified.  These institutions were given the task of
preparing background documents and concrete project proposals ready for
implementation, which were presented to and discussed by the group during the
Muscat meeting.

95. After the Global Mechanism became operational, the secretariat took the
necessary steps to associate it into the process of SRAP.  The Global Mechanism,
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within its mandate to promote action leading to the mobilization and channelling
of substantial financial resources for the implementation of the Convention, has
taken initiatives to further implement the SRAP programme in West Asia.
Consequently it is expected that a more comprehensive report on recent
activities undertaken under the SRAP for Western Asia will be provided by the
Global Mechanism in its separate report to COP 4. 

96. The secretariat has remained closely involved in the SRAP process by
participating in the consultations liaising with involved subregional
organizations.  A working meeting was convened by the Global Mechanism from
24 to 26 October 1999, at Cairo, Egypt, which discussed the reformulation of
SRAP based on the findings of two consultants.  The main thrust of the
reformulation was the redefinition of activities to be implemented by SRAP and
the orientation of the outcome of the Muscat meeting towards the establishment
of a regional coordination unit (RCU) charged with operations and logistics.
Furthermore, the secretariat participated in the Abu Dubai meeting, held on
16 February 2000, which sought the approval and subsequent endorsement of the
reformulated framework by country Parties of the SRAP.  Country Parties are
currently in the process of deciding on the location of RCU to be established
under that initiative.

97. In order to maintain the momentum of the SRAP initiative, the secretariat
has discussed options for start-up activities including the possibility of
establishing inventories for SRAP related activities with ICARDA, ACSAD and the
Global Mechanism. 

B.  Central Asia

98. The need for transboundary cooperation in Central Asia was fully
recognized by the countries of the subregion.  After adoption of the Convention
in 1994, 12 newly independent countries of the former Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR), including 5 Central Asian States, organized an Interregional
Conference on the implementation of the UNCCD in June 1997 at Tashkent,
Uzbekistan. 

99. The Conference expressed concern over the impact of desertification,
drought and land degradation in affected countries in Central Asia, Eastern
Europe and the Transcaucasus.  It acknowledged that desertification and drought
were problems of a transboundary nature and that joint action of the countries
concerned was needed to combat desertification and drought.  Consequently, the
Conference endorsed the need for the preparation of an Interregional Action
Programme (IRAP) to combat desertification.

100. The Conference agreed that the following areas could become priority
elements of the IRAP:

(a) Improvement of management tools for economic development and
environmental protection;

(b) Awareness raising and ecological education, including the promotion
of information systems;

(c) Assessment, monitoring and early warning systems (EWS) for combating
desertification and mitigating the impact of drought;

(d) Use of transboundary water resources and monitoring of their usage
at interstate levels;

(e) Use and rehabilitation of pastures;

(f) Rehabilitation of forests;
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(g) Rehabilitation of natural resources and cultural heritage including
mechanisms to combat erosion by wind and water, to preserve biodiversity and
restore indigenous knowledge systems;

(h) Combating environmental degradation and improvement of public
health;

(i) Rehabilitation of lands degraded by wars, industrial activities and
nuclear wastes;

(j) Energy;

(k) Desertification induced migration and its socio economic impact.

101. However, due to the fact that the process of accession to the Convention
by some countries of Eastern Europe had been delayed, the preparation of the
IRAP was postponed.  Nevertheless the consultative process initiated provided
a broad forum in which affected country Parties reviewed their common interests.
It is in this context that, by the time all five Central Asian States
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) became Parties
to the Convention, conditions had been created for developing cooperation at the
subregional level. 

102. Further to requests from those countries and pursuant to the Convention,
(Annex II, article 5), the UNCCD secretariat began, in April 2000, the process
of preparing a subregional action programme to combat desertification in the
Aral Sea Basin.  The Ministerial Meeting on SRAP preparation was scheduled for
18-21 July 2000 at Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.  The SRAP Framework Document that was
prepared for consideration at that meeting contained a review of the value added
by subregional cooperation, proposed elements of SRAP and a programme of work
for its implementation, leading to subregional projects and joint action.
Elements of SRAP included, inter alia:

(a) Monitoring and assessing the desertification process;

(b) Improving the use of water in agriculture and combating salt
desertification;

(c) Agroforestry management on the plains and in the mountains;

(d) Developing rangeland management;

(e) Conserving biodiversity and protecting nature (ecotourism);

(f) Promoting community-based natural resources management;

(g) Developing and introducing an environmental impact assessment
system;

(h) Scientific cooperation in the subregion.

103. It was expected that the meeting would generate the appropriate conditions
to allow Central Asian States to identify priority areas, action and projects
for subregional cooperation, and agree on the further steps needed to prepare
SRAP.  In particular, it was proposed that after the first meeting, during an
initial stage of the SRAP preparation, concrete initiatives should be elaborated
within the agreed-of areas of SRAP.  At the second meeting to be convened at the
beginning of 2001, the Parties could start the preparation of subregional
projects.  It was expected that the second stage of the SRAP preparation would
last from 12 to 15 months.  By the end of this period a complete SRAP document
would be prepared and a subregional conference could be convened with the
participation of decision makers in subregional cooperation.
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III.  PROGRESS REPORT ON THE REGIONAL ACTION PROGRAMME

104. The resolutions adopted during the first Regional Conference on the
Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, held
at New Delhi, August 1996, prepared the ground for the preparation of the
Convention’s regional action programme for Asia.  Guided by the principles and
provisions of the Convention, especially those in its Annex II, the Regional
Implementation Annex for Asia, Asian country Parties, with continued assistance
from the UNCCD secretariat, have taken initiatives aimed at achieving the
objectives of the Convention.  The major supporters of the process have been
Germany, Japan, IFAD and, more recently, the Global Mechanism.  As a follow-up
to the New Delhi meeting, two other important meetings were held:  the
Ministerial Conference on Regional Cooperation to Implement the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in Asia, held in Beijing in 1997, and the
International Expert Group Meeting on the Preparation of the Regional Action
Programme for Combating Desertification and Mitigating the Effects of Drought
in Asia, held at Bangkok in 1998.  Those meetings carried the Asian region
through a process of mobilizing political commitment to regional and subregional
collaboration.  They also paved the way for the formulation of a framework for
the Regional Action Programme (RAP) and the development of national action
programmes (NAPs).  Furthermore, the meetings established thematic programme
networks (TPNs) that provide structural support to RAP and NAPs which,
essentially, are at the core of action for combating desertification in the
region.

A.  The areas of cooperation and measures taken or planned

105. Principally, the 1997 Beijing Meeting provided the overall definition of
the priority areas of the RAP elements by identifying the following thematic
programme areas as priority for regional cooperation and collaboration in the
Asian effort to combat desertification:

(a) Desertification Monitoring and assessment;

(b)· Agroforestry and soil conservation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-
humid areas;

(c)· Rangeland management in arid areas including the fixation of
shifting sand dunes;

(d) Water-resources management for agriculture in arid, semi-arid and
dry sub-humid areas;

(e) Strengthening capacities for drought impact management and
desertification control; and 

(f) Assistance for the implementation of integrated local area
development programme initiatives.

106. In developing the specific programme activities under the identified
thematic programme areas, considerations would be paid to the following cross-
cutting elements identified by the 1996 New Delhi Meeting:

(a) Science, technology and technical cooperation;

(b) Public participation and consensus building;

(c) Education curricula promotion and awareness raising;

(d) Information and assessment;

(e) Capacity and institution building;
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(f) Research on the enabling macro-policy framework; and

(g) Regional cooperation and land degradation across different climatic
subregions.

107. The 1998 Bangkok Meeting, among others, firmed up the framework for
institutional arrangements that would put into operation the thematic programme
networks of the RAP identified during the Beijing meeting.  Accordingly, RAP in
Asia will commence when the Desertification Monitoring and Assessment Network
(TPN1) to be hosted by China; the Agroforestry and Soil Conservation in Arid,
Semi-arid and Dry Sub-humid Areas Network (TPN2) to be hosted by India; and the
Rangeland Management in Arid Areas including the Fixation of Shifting Sand Dunes
Network (TPN3) to be hosted by Iran (Islamic Republic of) are launched.  The
Meeting also agreed on the management arrangements that would back-up the
implementation of the Asian RAP process through the Regional Coordination Unit
(RCU).  RCU, which is the UNCCD secretariat’s unit in the region, is to be
housed in the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

B.  The consultative and preparatory process in support of the
implementation of the programme and partnership agreements

108. For the period under consideration, a variety of activities undertaken at
the local and national levels were reported such as awareness seminars,
awareness raising campaigns, formulation and implementation of capacity
building/field projects.  The view was reiterated that strengthening national
and international partnership to support the implementation of the Convention
is essential to bring the process forward.  As a follow-up to the Bangkok
Meeting, the following consultation meetings were held in the region.  

1.  First Asian Meeting of the UNCCD National Focal Points, held in
Ohtsu, Shiga, 26-28 May 1998

109. The First Asian Meeting of the UNCCD National Focal Points from selected
Asian countries was held at Ohtsu, Shiga, Japan, from 26 to 28 May 1998.  Its
conclusions were submitted to the Bangkok Meeting, and they are summarized as
follows:

(a) The assessment and monitoring of land degradation and
desertification in Asia must receive priority attention during the International
Expert Group to be convened at Bangkok and must be strengthened under the
Convention by closer interactions between measures taken at the national and
regional levels.  A synthesis of successful experiments on combating desertifi-
cation should be prepared;

(b) The enabling policy framework for the successful implementation of
the Convention must cover a wide-ranging set of legislative instruments
including those dealing with macro-economic policies, indebtedness and trading.
Consequently the matter of combating land degradation, desertification and
drought must be more systematically integrated in the work programme of the
institutions concerned with these matters, which are invited to cooperate with
the secretariat;

(c) Capacity-building support and institutional strengthening are
required to foster institution building, integrated programming, development of
a national supportive network, local areas initiatives and ongoing training
courses in the sustainable use of land and water resources, while taking into
account lessons drawn from experience;

(d) The secretariat is called upon to assist in awareness raising,
capacity-building and the consultative process at various levels;
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(e) NGOs should be given prime responsibility in empowering local
populations to participate in programmes aimed at implementing the Convention
while the secretariat should assist such organizations to raise funds for the
conducting of related consultative processes.  Encouragement of genuine bottom-
up initiatives is critical;

(f) The mobilization of domestic and foreign financial resources in
response to the efforts of National Focal Points must be an essential element
for the implementation of the Convention at the national level, especially
during its initial phase.  Efforts must be intensified to facilitate partnership
arrangements and a schedule of consultative meetings to this effect should be
agreed upon between developed and developing country Parties with the Global
Mechanism being urged to facilitate these processes;

(g) Given the challenges of land degradation, desertification and
drought in Asia and as the phase of implementation of the Convention increases,
competent Asian institutions, such as ESCAP or the Asian Development Bank,
should be invited to review their existing commitment.  These institutions are
also asked to propose options for significantly contributing to the
implementation of the Convention in Asia.

110. The holding of the workshop at the regional level was a significant step
in fostering a collegial spirit among the Asian focal points and establishing
the basis for the on-going process of collaboration in the region.  

2.  Second Asian Meeting of UNCCD National Focal Points, held in
Beijing, 24 and 25 July 1999

111. The Second Asian Meeting of UNCCD National Focal Points was held at the
Chinese Academy of Forestry in Beijing from 24 to 25 July 1999 and was supported
by the UNCCD secretariat.  Forty-five participants attended, including the
national focal points of Asian countries; experts and representatives of
international, regional and subregional organizations; and NGOs.  The key
conclusions of the Meeting are summarized as follows:

(a) The country Parties have been striving to mainstream the
implementation of the Convention in their national policies to promote
sustainable development and environmental protection and such efforts need to
be sustained to facilitate implementation of the Convention.  Related to this
effort, the participants noted that some governments have already established
national coordinating bodies for the implementation of UNCCD, such as national
councils and steering committees, involving a variety of line ministries,
agencies and representatives of other stakeholders.  Multi-disciplinary national
coordinating bodies were considered useful to promote the implementation of the
Convention.  The participation of NGOs was also considered an essential element
of this process;

(b) A variety of activities undertaken at the local and national levels,
such as awareness seminars, awareness-raising seminars and campaigns,
formulation and implementation of capacity-building and field projects, were
reported.  The view was reiterated that strengthening national and international
partnerships to support the implementation of the Convention was an essential
requirement to bring the process forward;

(c) The Convention, through the mobilization of civil society in the
context of NAPs, will prove to be a useful instrument to promote the
implementation of the Rio conventions, including the conventions on climate
change, biodiversity and sustainable development;

(d) The UNCCD secretariat plays an important role in assisting
governments and stakeholders in the implementation of the Convention and it
should be supported in order that it can continue doing so;
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(e) Noting that the UNCCD secretariat had taken part in a study on land
degradation interlinkages entitled “Socio-economic and environmental impacts of
combating desertification”, the participants called for assistance in assessing
the economic implications of desertification.

112. It was deemed important to obtain synergy in addressing desertification
issues as a part of the efforts to facilitate and complement the implementation
of the Convention.  It was suggested that a workshop could be held to deepen a
common understanding of similarities and possible linkages between the
conventions.  GEF support was called for by the Asian group for the programmes
developed under the Convention such as the Western Asian Subregional Action
Programme and TPN 1, 2 and 3.

113. The second meeting of the UNCCD national focal points worked in a spirit
of solidarity to address the UNCCD process in a more collaborative manner.
Consensus was reached on the Help Guide for national reports and on more
specific areas of collaboration within the region.

3.  Asia–Africa Technical Workshop on Early Warning Systems, held in
Beijing, 22 and 23 July 1999

114. Regional consultations were linked to the prospects of interregional
cooperation.  Forty-five experts from Africa, Asia and international, regional
and subregional organizations met in Beijing on 22 and 23 July 1999 for the
Asia–Africa Technical Workshop on Early Warning Systems to discuss Asia–Africa
interregional cooperation in the areas of combating desertification and
mitigating the effects of drought.  The meeting was a response to a previous
call for South–South technical cooperation made during the First and Second
Meetings of the Tokyo International Conference on African Development held at
Tokyo in October 1993 and October 1998, the First UNCCD Asia–Africa Forum held
in Beijing in August 1996 and the Second Asia–Africa Forum held at Niamey,
Niger, in September 1997.  The meeting was held at the Chinese Academy of
Forestry.

115. The participants recognized the potential of interregional cooperation in
the following areas:  (a) developing more coherent and cost effective data
management systems, (b) capacity-building frameworks, and (c) research and
development for the sustainability of the early warning system (EWS).  The
participants also emphasized the experience gained by Asia in desertification
monitoring and assessment, and by Africa in early warning forecast for drought
emergencies.

116. While welcoming the progress of regional cooperation in the development
and management of early warning systems in Africa and in Asia, the participants
were mindful of the need to facilitate, under the Convention, a synergistic
implementation process of the three conventions on desertification, climate
change and biodiversity through further harmonization of EWS.

117. The conclusions of that meeting focused on the areas related to early
warning systems, and desertification monitoring and assessment, as follows:

(a) The Committee on Science and Technology, in its review of
information on and experience of early warning systems, should propose an
integrated perspective on active linkages between the aims expressed in the
regional implementation annexes of the Convention as well as foster
interregional cooperation in its overall work programme with a view to pursuing
mutual and collective benefits;

(b) African country Parties were encouraged to identify an institution
or a group of institutions, that could act as African regional focal points for
interregional cooperation on early warning system.  The focal points would be
asked to participate in the establishment of a scheme for promoting
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interregional cooperation in order to enhance such systems through
standardization of data, capacity-building, training and research;

(c) The host of the Thematic Programme Network on Desertification
Monitoring and Assessment (TPN1), in close consultation with interested Asian
members of the Network, should liaise with African counterpart institutions.
The arrangement is proposed in order to identify opportunities for building up
interregional training programmes on EWSs until the proposed Asia–Africa
Research Development and Training Centre is established;

(d) Technical and financial assistance should be provided for early
warning system in affected country Parties on a predictable and sustainable
basis under the partnership arrangements;

(e) The UNCCD secretariat, with the assistance of the Global Mechanism,
donor countries, international organizations and other interested entities, was
urged to assist South-South cooperation in EWS.  This would facilitate the
establishment of the proposed Asia–Africa Research Development and Training
Centre (RDTC), taking into account existing networks, schemes, organizations and
financial sources that can support the proposed training programmes on such
systems;

(f) The United Nations Office of the Special Coordinator for Africa and
Least Developed Countries should finalize a roster of experts and an inventory
of institutions that could promote Asia–Africa interregional cooperation in the
areas of combating desertification and mitigating the effects of drought
including EWSs in the context of the implementation of the Convention;

(g) United Nations organizations such as the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP), and other subregional and regional organizations,
should share with Asian and African focal points, institutes and subregional and
regional organizations information and technical expertise on EWSs;

(h) African and Asian focal points for interregional cooperation were
invited to raise awareness on the potential and benefits of EWSs for mitigating
the effect of drought in the context of global climatic variations affecting
both continents, such as El Niño and La Niña, and enhancing their preparedness
for such climatic variations;

(i) It was agreed that the UNCCD secretariat would transmit the findings
of this meeting to CST for its deliberation at COP 3.  The secretariat was also
asked to ensure appropriate coverage of EWS at the third session of the
Asia–Africa Forum to Combat Desertification with a view of fostering capacity-
building and the transfer of technology on early warning systems.  

118. This important workshop identified areas of mutual cooperation that would
benefit both continents.  To concretize the agreements made at this meeting, it
is necessary that a follow-up mechanism be devised so as to maintain the
momentum generated by this event.  Contingent to this condition is the
establishment of the respective network in Africa.  The Asian and African focal
institutions must be fully functional and adequately funded.  Future
collaborative activities should be explored in order to enhance the
interregional cooperation that has been started.       
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C.  The development of Thematic Programme Networks

1.  Launching meeting of the Thematic Programme Network on Desertification
Monitoring and Assessment

119. The launching meeting of the Thematic Programme Network on Desertification
Monitoring and Assessment  (TPN1) was held in Beijing, on 26 and 27 July 1999
in collaboration with the Institute of Forest Resources Monitoring Technology
of the Chinese Academy of Forestry.  The key conclusions of the meeting are
summarized as follows:

(a) The network will exist via linkages between among identified
national focal institutions that will play a participatory role involving all
the key actors operating at national and local levels in the field of
desertification monitoring and assessment.  The participants decided that TPN1
would be open to interested institutions from concerned developed country
Parties and organizations as partners of the network.  With China being the
Network Task Manager, its national focal institution will play a facilitating
role in the functioning of the network in collaboration with the nominated
national focal points, international donors and the secretariat of UNCCD.  TPN1
would also have to operate in such a way that the activities of the network will
be delegated to the member institutions or agencies enjoying comparative
advantages and a proven expert record to perform the jobs concerned;

(b) It was recognised that making the network operational would depend
on the commitment of the country Parties and on the formulation of a well
focused programme of work.  As a guide to the formulation of the programme of
work for the network, the participants identified the following key elements:
(i) developing the framework for the conduct of assessment and monitoring on the
status of desertification at regional, subregional and national levels using in
combination the various systems of new information technologies and space-based
technologies; (ii) supporting national focal points to enhance and improve the
linkage of national databases with regional, subregional and international
databases applying digital and communication technology; (iii) developing a
regional framework for the conduct of joint or collaborative information
gathering and database consolidation of scientific information on
desertification control, land and water management and biomass protection;
(iv) formulating programmes that will promote the use of information generated
by space-based technologies and programme development; (v) devising systems for
the transfer of information to decision makers and field level end-users;
(vi) and developing training and research programmes;

(c) In order to make the networks immediately operational, priority
should be given to coordinating and strengthening the capacities of national
focal institutions involved in desertification monitoring and assessment, and
targeting electronic tools for the actual networking of the participating
institutions and partners.  This would have to be started immediately after the
launching of TPN1.  The participants also suggested consideration of an open-
ended steering committee of the network with the core membership comprised of
the TPN1 task manager, UNCCD secretariat, Global Mechanism as appropriate and
any interested partner Agency.  The committee could meet during the sessions of
the COP, which was proposed to start at COP 4.  Related to this, the
participants endorsed an operational guideline spelling out the principles and
operating procedures of TPN1.  Accordingly, the national focal points will
confirm their willingness to participate in TPN1 by writing to the host country
no later than 30 September 1999;

(d) As a matter of priority for TPN1 in the initial stages of operation,
the key activities should include:  (i) a survey of desertification monitoring
and assessment capacities, constraints and opportunities in Asia;
(ii) preparation and publishing of a TPN1 newsletter; (iii) making available
relevant scientific information; (iv) launching of an interactive TPN1 Web site
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by which all the network members and partners will be able to share information
and experiences; and (v) making available a set of maps for the Asian region
showing the extent of desertification and paying due attention to efforts made
in this field by competent international organizations.  It was agreed that
these priority activities should be the basis on which the members of the
network will be able to take concrete action and achieve measurable results
prior to the convening of COP 4;

(e) The launching of TPN1 could provide opportunities for members of the
international community to concretize scientific cooperation against
desertification and drought.  In particular, interested, affected and developed
country Parties will be able to work more closely and effectively, within the
framework of the regional network, with international, regional and subregional
organizations as well as with non-governmental organizations.  TPN1 therefore,
must contribute to raising the efficiency and impact of the activities
undertaken under the other networks of the Regional Action Programme for Asia
covering specific areas such as range and sand dune fixation, soil conservation
and agro-forestry, and water management.  The early warning systems will further
improve networking among the country Parties in their common efforts to promote
synergistic implementation of the three conventions:  United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification, Convention on Climate Change and Convention on
Biodiversity. 

120. The participants agreed that resources must be mobilized at a scale
required for smooth and effective implementation of the various activities and
programme areas of the network.  Immediate support is needed for the priority
actions identified.  While the Network Task Manager (NTM) is in charge of the
overall coordination of efforts for resource mobilization, member of the
national focal institution may wish to assist in mobilizing resources for the
specific activities entrusted to them.  The international donor community is
also urged to play a committed role in providing funding support.  The
participants agree that it is essential for the regional network as well as the
country members to have access to the various technological options necessary
for desertification monitoring and assessment.  The participants recommended
that the Network Task Manager and the secretariat of UNCCD, with the assistance
of the Global Mechanism/IFAD, should work with the international donor community
for the mobilization of the necessary resources required for the implementation
of the programme of the network.  They further call on UNEP, FAO, WMO, and
subregional organizations to become active partners of TPN1.

121. In support of the regional effort in setting up TPN1, the Government of
Japan, on account of its experience and proven exposure in the area of
monitoring and assessment, conducted the Workshop on Regional Research
Cooperation to Combat Desertification in Asia, at Tokyo, Japan 2 March 1999.
The Workshop was intended to make scientists in Japan doing work in the areas
of monitoring and assessment aware of the regional network and where they could
provide support through scientific exchange or joint collaboration and
undertakings.

122. The launching of TPN1 and the upgrading of facilities by the host
institution clearly manifested the commitment of the host country to achieving
the objectives expressed during the three regional meetings.  A consensus
framework was reached, supported by the members of the network, that would carry
TPN1 to the next working level.  The opportunities offered by this momentum
should also be taken advantage of by the country Parties to the Convention in
the region especially at their current level of effort in preparing their
respective.  The launching meeting of TPN1 also sent a signal to the other TPNs
on the positive aspects of forging collaboration despite limited resources.

123. At the TPN1 Launching Meeting held in Beijing in July 1999, the
participants adopted work programmes and operational guidelines to enhance
desertification monitoring and assessment and their effectiveness in efforts to
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combat desertification and mitigate the effects of drought.  A workshop was
convened as an immediate follow up to the TPN1 launching meeting.  Its purpose
was to further flex the agreed TPN1 work programmes and to translate them into
a clearer set of actions that will make the network functional at the regional
level.  The Workshop was organized by China and the UNCCD secretariat, and
hosted by Japan with sponsorship from the Environment Agency of Japan and the
Global Mechanism.  The TPN1 Workshop was held at Tokyo from 28 to 30 June 2000.
The Network focal points and a national expert from each Asian country Party
participating in TPN1 attended the Workshop.  Substantively, the Workshop
discussed, among other items:  (a) status of desertification monitoring,
assessment and studies; (b) use of implementation and impact indicators; (c)
achievements made by the use of satellite and remote-sensing technologies and
techniques; (d) techniques and achievements of desertification and vegetation
mapping; and (e) constraints and challenges for improving desertification
monitoring and assessment and their effectiveness.  Participants in the Workshop
also presented, along with their papers, maps and computer graphic works that
show deserted or degraded areas and vegetation coverage in their respective
countries.  This was significant information input for TPN1 as it laid the
foundation for consolidating information received from the country Parties
participating in the Network and move towards developing the regional database
on the state of desertification in the region. 

124. The convening of this Workshop is considered important as it opens the
initial phase of making TPN1 operational.  Furthermore, the effort illustrates
the readiness of the TPN1 focal points to service on a priority basis the
information needs of the region.  With this as a basis, more support especially
from developed country Parties and their scientific institutions would be
expected in order to streamline data and information management and reach
consensus on benchmarks and standards. 

2.  Launching Meeting of the Thematic Programme Network on
Agroforestry and Soil Conservation

125. The launching meeting of the Thematic Programme Network on Agroforestry
and Soil Conservation (TPN2) was held at New Delhi, India, from 14 to 18 March
2000 in collaboration with the Central Arid Zone Research Institute.  The
highlights of the meeting are as follows:

(a) The participants agree that the overall objective of TPN2 would be
to promote agroforestry and soil conservation in arid, semi-arid and dry sub-
humid areas in Asia in the context of combating desertification and mitigating
the effects of drought through enhancing local, national, subregional, regional
and international cooperation, supporting research works and field activities,
strengthening the capacities of stakeholders, establishing information networks
and harmonizing data base systems with a view to contributing to the overall
efforts for promoting sustainable development and preserving the global
environment in a comprehensive manner.  TPN2 will also promote the exchange of
programmes and information sharing among its members;

(b) India’s UNCCD focal point, the Ministry of Environment and Forests,
and the Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) as Executing Agency,
will play an overall facilitating role for TPN2.  The Director of the Central
Arid Zone Research Institute (CAZRI), the head of the Indian nodal institutions
and the TPN2 Task Manager will facilitate the functioning of the network in
collaboration with all the participating UNCCD national focal points and
national focal institutions, with the support of international donors and the
UNCCD secretariat.  In this respect, TPN2 will be structured as a flexible
network of institutions or agencies taking part in activities on a voluntary
basis.  The network will be established and maintained through the electronic
computer network systems that connect identified national focal institutions and
is to be managed by the TPN2 Task Manager.  The network will be extended to the
local and national levels under the auspices of national focal institutions in
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participating countries.  The network will also empower local and national
stakeholders to play active roles in a participatory approach in promoting
agroforestry and soil conservation activities.  The participants also decided
that TPN2 would be open to interested institutions from concerned developed
country Parties and organizations as partners of the network.  The participants
agreed on an operational guideline, which sets out the principles and operating
procedures of the TPN2.  The national focal points will confirm the modalities
of their participation in TPN2 by submitting TPN2 questionnaires to the TPN2
Nodal Institute no later than 30 April 2000;

(c) TPN2 would operate in such a way that the activities of the network
will be delegated to the member institutions or agencies holding comparative
advantages and a proven expert record to perform the jobs concerned.  A set of
priority activities was recommended for implementation immediately after the
launching of TPN2.  It was also agreed that in due time the constitution of an
appropriate monitoring mechanism for the network would be considered.  Progress
reports on the programme will be submitted every year;

(d) The six support programme areas (SPA) were endorsed as proposed in
the TPN2 framework document namely:  network management, information management,
technology package development, capacity-building, awareness raising and
comparative local area pilot programme.  In flexing the said programme areas,
consideration would also have to be given to the following key elements:
(i) developing  the framework for compiling/evaluating the Asian experience on
past and ongoing agroforestry and soil conservation activities and assessing
their bio-physical and socio-economic, environmental and cultural benefits and
impact in the context of combating desertification and mitigating the effects
of drought;(ii)developing and strengthening the institutional capacities of all
institutions of Member States involved in the TPN2 for the management of a
database and information sharing in the area of agroforestry and soil
conservation in Asia; (iii) assisting national focal points and national
coordinating institutes that participate in the TPN2 so as to increase dynamic
interaction between participating members as well as local stakeholders in the
respective countries through, for instance, improving database linkages and
applying information technologies; training programmes; initiating pilot schemes
for synergistic watershed management;(iv) supporting the national focal point
of the TPN2 host country and the TPN2 task manager in order to enhance their
capacity to facilitate TPN2 programme development; (v) undertaking regional
studies on agroforestry and soil conservation activities, exploring prototype
activities and developing appropriate models to achieve multiple benefits;
(vi)disseminating the expertise and information to be collected under the TPN2
to a wider range of stakeholders and strengthening their capacities for
formulating and implementing field projects and research; and (vii) sharing
useful traditional knowledge and advanced technology that could assist
stakeholders in formulating and implementing agroforestry and soil conservation
activities including developing value-added agroforestry products and marketing
mechanisms;

(e) The priority activities will include:  (i) developing a TPN2 Web
site to be managed by the designated nodal institution.  The Web site would
provide information on TPN2 activities thereby assisting in mobilizing greater
support for the network; (ii)conducting regional studies on agroforestry and
soil conservation practices to be submitted by experts of participating national
coordination institutes focusing on, among others, bio-physical and socio-
economic, environmental and cultural impact, case studies, opportunities and
constraints, inventories/matrix of useful traditional knowledge and advanced
technology packages, information on value-added agroforestry products and
marketing mechanisms, experiences in the use of benchmarks and indicators, and
publishing scientific findings for wider distribution; (iii) preparing a
newsletter which will show periodic update on the TPN2, highlight effective
practices and success stories and reflect input from participating institutions
on their agroforestry and soil conservation activities in Asia.  In order to 
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ensure the widest possible dissemination, the newsletter will be circulated on
the TPN2 Web site; and (d) sharing mobilized expertise and information on
agroforestry and soil conservation with local and national stakeholders and
strengthening their capacities for formulating and implementing effective
agroforestry and soil conservation field activities and research. 

126. The view was shared by participants that a training/capacity-building
component of the TPN2 would be a crucial element in the proposed activities to
support institutions and stakeholders in promoting agroforestry and soil
conservation activities.  These priority activities will commence after the
Launching Meeting and the results will be reported at the COP 5 in 2001.

127. TPN2 will also maintain close linkages with other UNCCD Asian regional
thematic programme networks to enhance overall coherence of activities
undertaken within the framework of the Regional Action Programme in Asia.
Benchmarks and indicators, which will be developed and used in agroforestry and
soil conservation activities, will be of great use for the TPN1 that deals with
desertification monitoring and assessment.  TPN3 dealing with range land
management and sand dune fixation, will be another regional network with which
TPN2 can generate a great deal of synergy.  TPN2 should also take into account
ongoing policies, programmes and project implementation in conjunction with
other global environment and sustainable development agenda items such as the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Framework Convention on Climate
Change.

128. The participants emphasized that sufficient resources must be tapped in
order to support a long term and effective implementation of the various
activities and programme areas of the TPN2.  The international donor community,
in collaboration with the Global Mechanism, was urged to play a committed role
in providing financial support.  In addition, the participants agreed that it
is essential for the TPN2 Nodal Institute, national coordinating institutes and
other members to have access to various technological options necessary for
agroforestry and soil conservation. The United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the International Center For
Agroforestry Research (ICRAF), ICRISAT, ICARDA and other subregional
organizations was encouraged to become active partners of TPN2.

129. The logistical and operational arrangements made available for the TPN2
network demonstrated clearly the commitment of the host country.  A major
achievement of the launching meeting was a consensus framework that delineates
the operations of the network.  The good momentum for cost effective regional
cooperation so far achieved needs to be further strengthened through specific
start-up activities for which partnership agreements are sought. 

3.  Launching of the Thematic Programme Network on Rangeland Management
in Arid Areas including Fixation of Sand Dunes

130. The secretariat has initiated jointly with the host country preparations
for the launching of a Thematic Programme Network on Rangeland Management in
Arid Areas including Fixation of Sand Dunes (TPN3) planned for the last quarter
of 2000.  An initiative that may have significant bearing on TPN3 and the
regional effort to combat desertification was the Regional Symposium on
Sustainable Development of Desert Communities held at Yazd, Iran (Islamic
Republic of), from 16 to 18 May 2000, sponsored by the host country with UNDP
assistance.  The Symposium was convened with the intention of bringing to the
fore, at regional level, local efforts for sustainable development of desert
communities.  In the conclusions of the Symposium, the following aspects were
highlighted:  (a) understanding and using traditional practices and knowledge
which can be enhanced with modern day science and technology such as in the
areas of agriculture and water management, soil biodiversity, renewable energy,
and architecture; (b) using approaches and technologies that account for the 
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individual features of the dryland environment; (c) the urgent need for
international cooperation to help document traditional knowledge and its wider
promotion and dissemination; (d) emphasizing that the people-centred approach
is the cornerstone to sustainable dryland management.  It was also noted that,
as part of being comprehensive, holistic and integrated in approaching
sustainable development, the use of modern technology and the setting up of
clear benchmark indicators on the process and impact of desertification are
important elements for long-term regional ecological monitoring; and knowledge
networking including wider access to information technology for enhanced
international and regional cooperation should be emphasized.

131. Bearing in mind that TPN3 will be hosted by Iran (Islamic Republic of),
the participants also welcomed the news of the establishment of an international
centre for resources conservation and sustainable development of drylands,
including high mountain areas in Yazd.  It was understood that the centre would
play a key supportive role for TPN3. 

D.  Progress on the operations of the Asia Regional Coordination Unit

132. The need for the establishment of a regional coordination unit (RCU) was
recognized and expressed during the New Delhi meeting in 1996.  It was
reiterated during the Beijing Ministerial Conference, the International Experts
Meeting in Bangkok in 1998 and at COP 3.  In response, the Asia-RCU was
established with ESCAP at Bangkok, as a joint effort between the secretariats
of UNCCD, ESCAP and UNEP in September 1999.  A Memorandum of Understanding was
signed between the UNCCD secretariat and ESCAP regarding the secondment of the
coordinator.  Financial support was provided by UNEP, to cover the salary of the
coordinator for five months and a limited amount for the unit’s operating cost.
The RCU was operational in September 1999 and since then it has been operating
with limited resources to carry out the activities assigned to it by the country
Parties. 
133. The following reasons provide the justification for the long-term
existence of the RCU and its continued support.  First, taking into account the
size and diversity of the region, its large population and the number of Asian
countries which are members of the UNCCD, the RCU is the most pragmatic
arrangement for the secretariat in providing its mandated service to the UNCCD
country Parties.  Secondly, with two TPNs already launched (i.e. TPN1 and TPN2)
and the launching of TPN3 (range management and sand dune stabilization)
underway, there is a compelling need for coordination among these networks at
the regional level to which the RCU can aptly respond.  Thirdly, according to
the Convention, ownership of regional initiatives pursued under the respective
regional implementation annexes, lies within the region itself.  The RCU being
part of the region could facilitate the decision-making process in the most cost
effective way in close collaboration with all relevant international
organizations active in the area of natural resource management.

134. Despite difficulties faced by the RCU it has been able to fulfil its duty
consistent with its terms of reference.  The following accounts for the
contribution of the Asian RCU:

(a) Participation in national awareness seminars on the UNCCD in the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic (September 1999), Indonesia (September 1999) and
Sri Lanka (October 1999);

(b) Collaboration with designated UNCCD national focal points towards
the timely preparation of national reports in Bangladesh (January 2000),
Indonesia (January 2000), Cambodia (March 2000), Iran (Islamic Republic of)
(February 2000), Malaysia (March 2000), Myanmar (April 2000) and Viet Nam
(March 2000);
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(c) Work with concerned government agencies in promoting and monitoring
through national seminars and meetings in Brunei Darussalam (February 2000) and
Thailand;

(d) The RCU, apart from UNCCD, also represented both ESCAP and the
UNEP/ROAP in the regional meetings on desertification and land degradation
reflecting a coordinated effort in UNCCD activities in the region.  More
specifically these activities include:  launching the meeting on the second
Thematic Programme Network (TPN2) on Agroforestry and Soil conservation,
March 2000, New Delhi; participating in two meetings of the Regional Interagency
Committee for Asia and the Pacific (RICAP), in particular the Subcommittee on
the Environment; the Regional Review Meeting in Preparation for the Ministerial
Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific,
8-10 May 2000, Bangkok; the Fourth Ministerial Conference on Environment and
Development in Asia and the Pacific, September 2000, Kitakyushu; and assisted
in the organization of the regional meeting of UNCCD Asian focal points.

135. An important aspect of the RCUs work will be to streamline the UNCCD
process particularly on the relevant policy frameworks being developed in the
region and to support synergy in the implementation of the three Rio
Conventions.

136. In summary, the Asia region has gradually established cost-effective
mechanisms to enhance intergovernmental cooperation, scientific exchange and
joint ventures.  In the understanding of the Asian Parties, these steps would
benefit from the support derived from the RCU and would facilitate the
development of priority programmes in partnership with interested developed
country Parties.
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Annex I

  EMERGING FEATURES IN THE SUBREGIONS

A.  Emerging features within the West Asian subregion

137. Countries of the West Asian subregion have various degrees of economic
potential but all are severely affected by desertification. Water scarcity is
the key issue.  Conditions for the availability of water for domestic and
agricultural utilization has been described as threatening both in terms of the
quality and quantity of water.  Information provided by countries of the Persian
Gulf and recent studies on this topic indicate that water consumption in
countries of the subregion exceeds the limits of renewable water resources,
which gradually lead to an alarming depletion of groundwater aquifers.  With one
of the highest overall populations, growth averaged 3.3 per cent in 1995 for the
subregion, and an urban population that has doubled in recent years to
54 per cent of total population, the challenges for fragile dryland ecosystems
to accommodate such strains are considerable.  Improved water management and
appropriate agricultural management techniques are critical in this Asian
subregion, where food security and poverty alleviation are key factors for
stable and sustainable economic development.  Hence the abatement of land
degradation caused by natural climatic factors and human interference should
safeguard land availability.

138. Due to the severity of desertification experienced in the subregion, all
countries had undertaken measures to alleviate the problem prior to the entry
into force of the Convention in 1994.  It was amply expressed in the reports
that environmental strategies and programmes related to desertification are
integrated into overall development strategies of Governments at a fairly early
stage.  Perhaps because countries of this Asian subregion are so used to dealing
with an arid environment, it might have been difficult at first to identify
additional efforts that could have been undertaken under the UNCCD.  Due to
these circumstance the preparation/review of National Action Programmes under
the UNCCD was generally delayed in West Asia.  This situation was compounded by
still another aspect.  Given the fact that some countries faced and still face
an acute lack of financial resources, the implementation of a comprehensive NAP
structure had to be postponed.  However, an indication of the impact of the
Convention on these countries is recorded in the stronger representation of
desertification control in the recent national development plans of almost all
countries.

139. Even though no country of the West Asian subregion has officially adopted
a National Action Programme (NAP), work leading to the establishment of NAPs has
been intensified in the period under review.  It is to be expected that the
grant to UNDP/UNSO provided by the Finish Government for a selected number of
countries in the subregion will help to facilitate that process even further.
All countries have established the institutional infrastructure necessary for
implementing the Convention i.e. the nomination of a National Focal Point and
a National Coordination Body.  Some countries have formed technical
subcommittees that facilitate work at a technical level.  However, what seems
to be lacking in the process is appropriate coordination at the national,
subregional and regional levels.  Some reports duly reflected efforts undertaken
in other areas of environmental protection, namely, projects that relate to the
conservation of biodiversity.  Awareness raising among decision makers as to the
compatibilities of the objectives of the two Conventions might help to establish
a more efficient management of funds and human resources.

140. A specific feature of the West Asian subregion is that it comprises
countries with very diverse economic development patterns and income levels.
Due to the oil industry and services related to it, Persian Gulf countries can
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mobilize the financial resources to fight against desertification and invest in
related advanced technology.  The main thrust of scientific work was focused on
the utilization of waste water for domestic and agricultural utilization.
Consequently, a solid base of experts in those fields is now established that
could be further integrated into the overall framework of the implementation of
the Convention on a global scale.  In other western Asian countries where no oil
resources are available and agricultural production still plays an important
role for national markets, external financial assistance is needed to match the
commitment of the countries with appropriate funding.  In all countries a rich
indigenous knowledge system with regard to dryland management should be
preserved in the light of rapid urbanization and social changes.

141. Further impetus for the establishment and subsequent implementation of
NAPS can be expected from the Subregional Action Programme (SRAP) that was
officially endorsed in February 2000.  Since the major activity areas of the
SRAP reflect the needs of countries to further improve water management and
issues relating to vegetative cover, work implemented on the level of the SRAP
is most likely to fill gaps that will be identified at a national level.
Subregional organizations are willing to take up active responsibilities in the
UNCCD implementation.  Specialized agencies, such as the International Center
for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), Arab Center for the Studies
of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), and the Arab Organization for Agricultural
Development (AOAD) are willing to play an active supporting role in the process.
The potential of organizations and/or institutions involved in combating
desertification should be gradually tapped to make best use of expertise already
existing within the subregion. 

142. Most countries express an urgent need for comprehensive information
management on a national scale but also at the subregional level.  Most
countries characterized their needs in terms of data management, the lack of
centralized databases dealing with desertification issues, monitoring and
assessment, capacity-building for focal points and NGOs, and many countries
emphasized the need for financial assistance to address those shortcomings.  The
information base on the current magnitude of and trends in desertification in
the subregion needs improvement.  Furthermore, there is no comprehensive
assessment of the degradation of irrigated land, rain-fed cropland or rangeland
in the region.  Given the economic potential in some countries of the subregion
and the threatening extent to which desertification is impeding sustainable
growth, exchange of expertise within the subregion and an increase in
coordination should be encouraged in the context of the programmes now being
developed under the UNCCD. Many countries see also the Convention as a framework
for international solidarity to bring about more scientific, technical and
financial cooperation.

B.  Emerging features within the Central Asian subregion

143. All reporting Parties of the subregion are affected by desertification and
land degradation with varying degrees of severity.  Economic consequences of
desertification and overall losses as a result of land degradation are enormous
and have a tendency to grow.  At the same time, the degree of the negative
impact of desertification on the economy of individual countries also differs
considerably, depending mainly on their economic potential, level of
industrialization, role of agriculture and endowment with natural resources.

144. One of the specific features of the Central Asian subregion is that it
comprises countries with very similar patterns of historical, economic and
political development, both in the pre- and post-independence periods.  Since
the early 1990s, all countries of the subregion have been undergoing the process
of radical socio-economic reforms, including democratization, decentralization,
privatization, transparency and improved access to information for ordinary
citizens, land reforms etc, which have direct or indirect links with
environmental protection and the fight against desertification.
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145. The transformation period is accompanied in most countries by serious
economic difficulties, such as a prolonged fall in industrial and agricultural
production, inflation, budget deficits and decline in living standards.  In some
cases economic problems that are typical for countries in transition are
exacerbated by political disturbances.

146. The transition shock did not prevent the Central Asian countries from
becoming Parties to the Convention.  Moreover, given the present state of the
economy, particularly as compared with the pre-independence period, the results
of the initial stage of the implementation of the Convention appear to be
impressive.  Countries’ commitment to the Convention and their efforts aimed at
unfolding the UNCCD process are especially visible in the field of institutional
reforms and arrangements as well as organizing awareness campaigns and
facilitating the participatory process in support of the preparation of national
action programmes.

147. In all countries of the subregion, a national coordinating body has been
established shortly after the ratification of the Convention.  Under the
auspices of the NCB a national multisectoral steering committee has been set up
with participation of high-ranking officials from key government ministries and
committees, district administration, academic institutions, higher education and
non-governmental organizations.  A national forum on combating desertification
has been held in three countries and one country is planning to hold a national
forum before COP 4.

148. Transboundary projects, such as those on the Aral and Caspian Seas, play
an important role in the subregion, inter alia, with regard to the fight against
desertification and land degradation.  In general, the potential for the
activization of subregional cooperation in combating desertification appears to
be quite substantial bearing in mind common borders, traditional links, common
patterns in development and complementarity in respect of endowment with natural
resources.  The establishment of a subregional network of mutually compatible
national databases on the environment, including deserts, is considered by some
Parties as one of the short-term priorities.

149. Both technical and financial assistance provided by international
organizations, as well as by bilateral donors, is highly appreciated by the
countries of the subregion as a crucial factor in launching the UNCCD process
under difficult socio-economic conditions.  At the same time it is generally
felt that the next stages of the implementation of the Convention will require
a substantial increase in technical and financial support by international
multilateral and bilateral donors.  In this subregion it appears that investment
in mobilizing the youth to combat desertification and land degradation would
have the most widespread and lasting impact.
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Annex II

TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE COMPILATION OF SUMMARIES AS PRESENTED
IN THE NATIONAL REPORTS

Countries Document reference number Page

1.   Bahrain ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (A) 3
2.   Bangladesh “ 4
3.   Cambodia ” 7
4.   China “ 12
5.   Fiji ” 16
6.   India “ 18
7.   Indonesia ” 23
8.   Iran (Islamic “ 24
Republic       of) ”
9.   Jordan “ 31
10.  Kazakhstan ” 34
11.  Kuwait “ 41
12.  Kyrgyzstan ” 44

13.  Laos ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (B) 3
14.  Lebanon “ 4
15.  Mongolia ” 6
16.  Myanmar “ 8
17.  Nepal ” 10
18.  Oman “ 17
19.  Pakistan ” 18
20.  Palau “ 22
21.  Philippines ” 25
22.  Republic of Korea “ 29
23.  Qatar ” 30
24.  Saudi Arabia “ 31
25.  Singapore ” 34

26.  Sri Lanka ICCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (C) 3
27.  Syrian Arab Republic “ 8
28.  Tajikistan ” 10
29.  Turkmenistan “ 16
30.  Tuvalu ” 23
31.  United Arab Emirates “ 23
32.  Uzbekistan ” 28
33.  Viet Nam “ 32
34.  Yemen ” 35
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Annex III

Table.  The status of the NAP process in Asian Parties as given in the national reports

Countries

Status of NAP
preparation

NAP prepared NCB/NFP
Financial Needs
allocation expressed1

To be Being
prepared prepared

Prior to CCD After CCD NCB established desig-
NFP

nated

Bahrain � (1992) � �
Being Government funds

established

Bangladesh � � �
To be Government funds;

established external assistance

Cambodia ? ? � international �

Collaboration with

agencies

� � governments �2China �

Central, province
and local

financing; external
assistance

Fiji � � �4 Indirect funding
allocation

India � � � State budgets; �

National/

External assistance

Indonesia � � �
To be ?

established

Iran (Islamic investments from
Republic of) private sector/

� � � �

National budget;

local communities

Jordan � (1987) � � �3 To be Government funds;
established external assistance

Kazakhstan � (1997) ? � �

National/local
budgets; funds from
nature users;
external assistance

Kuwait � � � �
Government annual
budget

Kyrgyzstan � � � �
National budget;
external assistance

Laos � ? � �
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Countries

Status of NAP
preparation

NAP prepared NCB/NFP
Financial Needs
allocation expressed1To be Being

prepared prepared
Prior to CCD After CCD NCB established desig-

NFP

nated

Lebanon � � � �
Limited funds;
external assistance

Mongolia � (1996) � � from natural �

State and local
budgets; revenue

resources use fees;
external assistance

Myanmar � (1993) � � multilateral, �

National efforts;
collaboration with

bilateral and 
UN agencies

Nepal � � � �
National budgets;
external assistance

Oman � � � �
Mostly from
government

Pakistan � � � �

National and
provincial funds;
funds raised by
community
organizations;
external assistance

Palau � � �4 To be A budget has yet to
established be developed

Qatar � � �
To be Annual national

established budget
Republic of Government funds
Korea

? ? ? ? ? � ?

Saudi Arabia � � � no external �

Government budgets;

assistance so far

Singapore Programme (since4
Greening Government funds

1960s)

Sri Lanka ? ? � �

Collaboration with
multilateral,
bilateral and UN
agencies

Syrian Arab National funding;
Republic external assistance

� (1995) � � �3�
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Countries

Status of NAP
preparation

NAP prepared NCB/NFP
Financial Needs
allocation expressed1To be Being

prepared prepared
Prior to CCD After CCD NCB established desig-

NFP

nated

Tajikistan � � � �
National budget;
external assistance

Turkmenistan � � � �

Some funds
allocation is
envisaged; external
assistance

United Arab To be ?
Emirates established

� (1995) � �

Uzbekistan � (1995) � � �
National budget;
external assistance

Viet Nam � � �?

Government annual
financial plan;
funds from NGOs and
domestic
enterprises;
external assistance

Yemen � (1990) � � �
Government funds;
external assistance

Notes:

A question mark (?) in any cell implies that no specific information is provided.
Whether or not a NAP has been prepared, all reporting Parties have existing 
environmental or sectoral strategies, policies, legal instruments and programmes 
to deal with desertification and land degradation.

Financial, technical, technological and/or capacity-building needs.1

Based on the long history in combating desertification especially since the 1950s.2

New NAP.3

Not directly affected by desertification.4

- - - - -


