
Opportunities of Land Degradation Neutrality 
(LDN) for Small Island Developing States
With their unique and particular vulnerabilities, SIDS gain many opportunities for sustainable development by 
committing to set national LDN targets.

The LDN Target Setting Programme (TSP) supports interested SIDS to establish LDN targets and define associated 
measures, which also address national development priorities and prior country commitments, including the 
SDGs of Agenda 2030, the Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the UN Habitat 
Principles for Urbanization, and the Samoa Pathway.

Promote Sound Land-use Planning to Address High Competition for Land
Land in SIDS is in high demand for purposes like housing, infrastructure, mining, and tourism. The LDN targets 
inform land use planning decisions by identifying sound measures to avoid, reduce, and reverse land degradation 
and providing an effective monitoring framework. In Mauritius, data generated through the LDN TSP on land 
cover, land productivity and soil organic carbon supports tailoring land use policies to the reality on the ground.

The LDN target setting process reveals 5 Key Opportunities for SIDS:

1

Increase Resilience to Natural Disasters and Climate Change
LDN helps to maintain land resources and ecosystem functions and services, increasing resilience to natural 
disasters and climate change. LDN supports the land’s function of carbon sink and reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions. Through the LDN process, Haiti is working on restoring vulnerable mountain ecosystem, potentially 
staving off and mitigating landslides.

2

Enhance National Capacities and Mobilize Innovative Financing
The LDN TSP facilitates multi-stakeholder engagement with national LDN working groups and by serving as an 
inclusive platform for land based strategies, targets, and measures. The LDN TSP supports SIDS, including Grenada 
and Dominica, by identifying opportunities for the development of transformative LDN projects and programmes.

3

Improve Availability of LDN related Data and Knowledge Management
The LDN TSP supports SIDS with data on the three LDN indicators: land cover, land productivity, and soil organic 
carbon. The Programme strengthens national capacity for land data management, including by identifying 
suitable data sources, connecting with national SDG processes, and working with specialized partners. For 
example, UNCCD and FAO are building capacity in Cape Verde to use Collect Earth and establish the LDN baseline.

4

Promote Sustainable Agriculture
LDN targets help to promote sustainable land management (SLM) and restoration practices. Reversing land 
degradation is ‘win-win’ whereby gains in natural capital, like in soil productivity and water retention, contribute to 
more sustainable livelihoods. The LDN TSP works with regional partners to promote LDN and SLM in SIDS, like 
with PISLM and CARICOM in the Caribbean.

5



The LDN TSP is spearheaded by the Global Mechanism of the UNCCD in collaboration with the UNCCD secretariat and 
many international partners, including FAO.

Together with our partners, the Global Mechanism and FAO stand ready to support SIDS in achieving LDN through 
transformative projects and programmes with:

• “Scaling up what works’ to achieve LDN and to secure multiple benefits
 Supporting SIDS to scale up pilots and build on ongoing initiatives to achieve LDN and national commitments 

like the SDGs, Rio Conventions, and the Samoa Pathway.

• Enhancing national capacities
 Strengthening national institutions, encouraging active participation of communities and stakeholders, and 

exploiting domestic financing verhicles.

• Securing (innovative) finance and getting the private sector on board
 Supporting SIDS to secure private sector investment, tap into climate finance, and to seek blended finance. 

Funding sources include the Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund, Global Environment Facility and the LDN 
Fund.

• Connecting, advising and co-implementing with partners
 Connecting, advising, and co-implementing with ministries, protect promoters, implementing and funding 

agencies, and international partners to develop and implement projects and programmes; the Global 
Mechanism and FAO are laying the basis for a strong collaboration to achieve LDN in selected SIDS.

• Facilitating regional cooperation
 Enhancing collaboration with regional and global SIDS organizations, like AOSIS, SPREP, CARICOM, IOC and 

PISLM for the identification and development of LDN transformative projects and programmes and the 
facilitation of joint learning among SIDS, including sharing good practices.

Achieving LDN in SIDS with transformative projects and programmes

By working towards Land Degradation Neutrality, Small Island Developing States will be 
stewards of their land to preserve the scarce and valuable resources that their people 
rely on for housing, food, water, and so much more

Monique Barbut (Executive Secretary, UNCCD)

FAO stands with UNCCD to achieve Land Degradation Neutrality in Small Island 
Developing States. Our collaboration in Cape Verde, where we strengthened national 
capacity and used Collect Earth to support the establishment of an LDN baseline, 
is only the beginning

Maria Helena Semedo (Deputy Director-General Climate and Natural Resources, FAO)


