
Combating Desertification, Youth in Action 

The desertification is described as the land degradation occurring as a result of climate 

change and human activities in arid, semi-arid and semi-humid areas. In today’s world, climate 

change, desertification, land degradation and drought are amongst the most critical issues as they 

affect over 4 billion hectares of land in more than 164 countries, and directly impact 

approximately 1.5 billion people. These hazards threaten not only the environment, but also 

economy, development, food security and social life in China as well as around the world. 

The only effective way to overcome these environmental threats that humanity facing 

today, is for the countries to cooperate efficiently and to act united against a common problem. 

And young people full of passion and energy are an important force in combating land 

degradation and promoting sustainable land management (SLM). With this in mind, State 

Forestry Administration, China, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, All-

China Youth Federation, United Nations Environment Programme, China Green Foundation, 

Chinese Academy of Forestry and Chinses Society of Forestry hosted and organized the Youth 

Forum at the 13th Conference of the Parties (COP 13) to the United Nations Convention to 

Combat Desertification (UNCCD), on 8 September 2017 in Ordos, China. The theme of this 

forum is “Land, youth and sustainability.” 

          

During this forum, people from different countries at different ages held a panel 

discussion with the topic of “Challenges and opportunity of young people engaging in SLM 

related work”. And some young people from Armenia, Iran, France, China, Bolivia, etc, shared 

their vest knowledge and successful experience in the work of combating desertification. The 



most interesting part was the group discussion, all of the youth representatives were divided into 

six groups as different identities, such as government, NGO, individual and so on, to discuss the 

topic of how to promote and engage young people in SLM or land restoration work. Many useful 

and brilliant points were propounded. In the end, in order to attain the Sustainable Development 

Goals target 15.3 to “combat desertification and strive to achieve a Land Desertification Neutral 

World by 2030”, a Declaration was consulted and adopted. 

The planet is our common home, so let us young people take action together to combat 

desertification and to build a more livable and beautiful home. 
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