
Let me introduce myself first: as the president of Middle Eastern Technical University (METU) TEMA 

Youth Club I spend a lot of time with children introducing them to the concept of a green sustainable 

future through activities that are specially designed for them but also through education programmes that 

TEMA’s Education Department designs and helps disseminate. METU’s TEMA Youth Club strives to raise 

children and youth’s awareness regarding issues on the environment and ecology to serve the final 

purpose of building up ecologically aware citizens. One of our activities that struck me the most was “the   

recycling wish-tree”, where we aimed to highlight the impact of pollution on the environment and 

eventually on our lives.  

 

When I heard the song of Kauaʻi ʻōʻō, I knew that I need to change our future. I want to be an 

environmentalist and I have decided to start reading about biodiversity. One of the articles that I read has 

really interested me. The conclusion of the article suggested that biological diversity carries vital 

importance especially regarding healthy soil. That is why is started to volunteer at TEMA (Turkish 

Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats). I need 

to say in this sense when UNCCD approved my application form, I was very excited to attend UNCCD 

COP13 Ordos Youth Forum.  

 

Day 1 

 

Attending UNCCD COP13 Ordos Youth Forum was an honor for me; I wanted to take this chance to 

improve my knowledge about desertification. I enjoyed attending all the sessions; panel discussions and 

success stories left a big impression on me. These sessions were really educational for all the Youth 

Forum participants, for me as well, personally speaking. Hearing the success stories, how local people 

describe their problems in region and express their suggested solution for this particular local problem 

has really intrigued me. This session of “success stories” has shown us how local people come up with 

local solutions for combating desertification, land degradation and how they have increased awareness 

about afforestation and finally how this have improved the situation locally and regionally. I had the 

opportunity express my ideas and thoughts about a sustainable future, and the all youth forum attendants 

were in this audience! We were only six representatives of youth forum to share our success stories. In 

the future I would like to listen to the success stories of other youth representatives because, we live in 

different regions of the world and we may have different solutions to solve our various problems and  

learning the stories of all the representatives can help inspire new horizons and confront new challenges 

with deforestation and desertification. 

 

Day 2  

I had the chance to sit side by side with our national delegation members, what an honor! The delegation 

had informed us about our purposes to attend the UNCCD COP13. My idea is, as members of the Youth 

Forum, we need express our impressions about the world that they (the generations before us) have 

created to our National Delegation. Thanks to Andrew Lesā’s speech, our expectations about a 

sustainable future were heard, loud and clear! 

 

Day 3 

 

    I have never been in desert before because there are no deserts in Turkey. Travelling to Hobq Desert 

made me understand well how a desert looks and why I am volunteering in TEMA Foundation to combat 

desertification, land degradation and increase awareness of reforestation. Reforestation is the way to 

combat soil erosion. My experience and the information I got from the sessions, conferences and other 

activities during this forum helped me realize, TEMA Youth Club needs to focus more and more on 

environmental education for children. We believe that youth is critical but, threats that we are facing are 
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on a large scale. Raising new environmentalist generations and starting at an earlier age will make a 

great difference.  

 

    All in all, from my perspective, the first youth forum clarified several subjects for sustainable future and 

raising environmentalist generations. My first and probably the most important point is that  

youth have an important role in changing this world. It is not an adult’s world and it should not be; we 

have the right to express our opinions, and make contributions. In other words, we, the future pioneers of 

our reality, when given the opportunity, can possibly contribute and illuminate the worldwide difficulties 

that we are confronting. Secondly, we are the new powers to drive change with fresh thoughts, 

imaginative innovations, creative strategies; we can prepare the new generation and the society to an 

alternative and more feasible economic system. Through the organization of this First Youth forum, the 

UNCCD clearly stated that youth will be a new force the future. Ordos, the city of lights, provided us with a 

vision of a sustainable future, with new ideas from a different perspective. Attending the Youth Forum in 

Ordos has encouraged and enabled me to share my story and a light has been shed light on the future at 

the city of lights by youth. I hope this light continues to shine forever.  

 

Written by Gorkem Besik 
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