
 

 

Green Corps gathered at the Kubuqi desert, China  

to combat desertification 

 

05/05/2017-11/05/2017 

“Green Corps,” a green volunteering group composed of youths and seniors from various 

countries gathered at the Kubuqi desert in Inner Mongolia, China. Kubuqi Desert is the world’s 

9th largest desert with the area of 16,100 km2. To fight against desertification, about 200 

participants from South Korea, Japan, Malaysia, Ecuador, Kenya, USA, as well as China came 

and planted trees in the desert. Because the branch of Yellow River is running at the Kubuqi 

desert, the sand in the ground is actually wet. For this reason, once people water the trees after 

planting, most of the trees survive without further watering. That is why people plant trees at the 

Kubuqi desert. This year, about 2,000 trees were planted by Green Corps, and the sand-dune 

was fixed by Green Corps’ placing the tree branches on the ground. This was done so the sand 

doesn’t blow away and cover the planted trees. According to the participants, this activity was 

an opportunity for them to realize how harsh it is to live in the desertified region and how hard it 

is to recover the degraded land. 

 

 



 

In addition to the Green Corps members, the residents from Dalateqi region participated. Local 

residents appreciated the Green Corps, saying that the Green Corps’ activity for years has 

been helping the desert ecosystem to revive. As the result, the residents who left the village are 

coming back to the town. Local kids, who belong to the Dalateqi Children reporters, planted 

trees according to the teachers’ instructions. They also interviewed the participants about the 

reason why they plant trees in the desert. 



 

At this year’s event, especially, ‘Land for Life Online campaign’ was launched by UNCCD and 

Future Forest. Also the winners of the “Land for Life Youth Social Media Activists Challenge” 

who are acting in different countries attended, presenting their own activity of saving the earth. 

 

 



 

 

 

Green Corps program is not only tree planting activity. It is a representative public diplomacy 

program between Republic of Korea and China. The program has been 16 years, strengthening 

the friendship between youths of the 2 countries. In this program, Youth Forum with the theme 

of “Youth and Sustainable development” was held as well.  



 

 

 

* This is event is organized by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Republic of Korea, Korea Foundation 

and Future Forest, a Korean NGO that has been planting about 8 million trees in the desert. 

Various organizations supported and participated for this event as well, such as UNCCD, All-

China Youth Federation, China Youth Center for International Exchange, Beijing Youth 



Federation, Embassy of the Republic of Korea in China, Korea-China Friendship Guardian 

Angels, etc. //The end 

 


