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Report on the Tenth Session of the UNCCD Round Table for Parliamentarians 
Windhoek, Namibia 

20 and 21 September 2013 

 
 

1.     The Tenth Session of the Round Table for Parliamentarians was held on 20 and 21 September 
2013 in Windhoek in the premises of the Windhoek Country Club Resort in parallel with the eleventh 
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 11) to the United Nations Convention to Combat 
Desertification (UNCCD). The Round table focused on “the role of Members of Parliament in the 
efforts to combat desertification/land degradation and drought: parliamentary contributions to 
achieving a land degradation neutral world in the context of the post-2015 development agenda”. 

 

2.     More than thirty Parliamentarians from Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America participated in 
the tenth Round Table (Annex II), which met at the invitation of the secretariat of the UNCCD and 
the Parliament of the Republic of Namibia. 

Day 1: Friday, 20 September 2013 

I. Opening ceremony 
 

3.     The meeting started with opening remarks by Mr. Luc Gnacadja, Executive Secretary of the 
UNCCD. He welcomed the Parliamentarians to the Round Table and expressed his appreciation and 
gratitude to the relevant authorities of Namibia. He underlined that full and active participation of 
Parliamentarians is instrumental to the activities of the UNCCD. He referred to the outcome 
document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), “The future we 
want”,1 which acknowledged that desertification/land degradation and drought (DLDD) represent 
common challenges and set the goal to achieve a land degradation neutral world (LDNW). He 
expressed hope that the Round Table would provide guidance to decision-makers and that COP 11 
will lead to a stronger commitment to a LDNW. Lastly, he referred to the UNCCD Handbook for 
Parliamentarians,2 which was submitted to the Round Table for the first time. 
  

4.     Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi, President of the Steering Committee of the Forum of 
Parliamentarians in the context of the UNCCD and Speaker of the National Assembly of Chad, 
expressed his gratitude to the Executive Secretary of the UNCCD, the Speaker of the National 
Assembly and all Namibian authorities. He said that the Convention and its 10-year strategic plan 
and framework to enhance the implementation of the Convention (2008–2018) (The Strategy) need 
more attention from the countries in order to halt land degradation, establish partnerships and 
mobilize human and technical resources. He urged Parliaments to combat DLDD and to strengthen 
efforts for a successful implementation of the UNCCD. 
 

5.     The president of COP 11 and Namibia’s Minister of Environment and Tourism, Hon. Uahekua 
Herunga, said that the issue of drought is a matter of life and death in Namibia and a threat that is 

                                                 
1
 A/RES/66/288. 

2
 The UNCCD handbook “Role of parliamentarians in the Implementation Process of the UN Convention to 

Combat Desertification”, authored by Uwe Holtz, is available in English, French, Spanish and Arabic at the 

UNCCD website http://www.unccd.int/en/Stakeholders/Parliamentarians/Pages/Round-tables.aspx. 

http://www.unccd.int/en/Stakeholders/Parliamentarians/Pages/Round-tables.aspx
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shared by many countries. He trusted that the discussions among the Parliamentarians would be 
fruitful and that the outcomes of the tenth Parliamentary Round Table would positively contribute 
to the overall COP 11 discussions.  
 

6.     On behalf of the Parliament of Namibia, Hon. Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab, Speaker of the National 
Assembly, welcomed his colleagues from different regions. He underlined that DLDD poses serious 
threats to many countries and that Namibia is now witnessing the worst drought in the past thirty 
years. He stated that there is an urgent need to find lasting solutions to land degradation. He 
recalled the Millennium Development Goals, the creation of the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD) in Africa, the declaration of the previous Parliamentary Round Table in 2011 
(Changwon, Republic of Korea) and the ongoing discussion towards establishing sustainable 
development goals (SDGs). He appealed to the Parliamentarians to share experiences, learn from 
each other and think about the way policymakers could better consider DLDD issues. 

 
 
II. Election of the Bureau members and adoption of the agenda   

 

7.     After consultations and subsequent recommendations, the Bureau members were elected as 
follows: President Hon. Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab (Speaker, Namibia); Vice-Presidents Hon. Dr. Ali Al 
Tokhais (Saudi Arabia) and Hon. Narit Khumnurak (Thailand).  
 

8.     The proposed agenda was unanimously adopted. 
 
 

III. Consideration of the report of the Steering Committee 
 

9.     The President of the Steering Committee, Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi, presented his report, which 
contained detailed information about awareness-raising missions in Africa, Europe, Brazil and his 
own country. He also talked about the Great Green Wall and the Lac Chad. Furthermore he 
informed the Parliamentarians about the two meetings at the UNCCD secretariat in Bonn, 
Germany (January 2012 and June 2013). In fulfilling his responsibilities and with respect to the 
Changwon Declaration, he expressed the need for strengthened synergistic actions between him and 
the other members of the Steering Committee. He also asked for more concerted activities within 
the Steering Committee. With respect to Parliaments and Members of Parliament (MPs), he asked 
for a concrete action plan and made reference to the UNCCD Handbook for Parliamentarians. 
 

IV. Discussion 
 

10. Hon. Dr. Moses Amweelo (Namibia) thanked Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi for presenting the 
Committee report. He expressed that he would like to be informed about the different funding 
possibilities for UNCCD-related activities and to obtain proposals on how to improve education and 
awareness-raising of the populations concerned.  
 

11. Hon. Mette Bock (Denmark) recommended to first work out a plan of action for the activities 
of MPs. 
 

12. Hon. Ambassador Hanno B. Rumpf (Namibia), Head of Mission to the European Union, 
explained that DLDD issues, for which support from the European Commission is sought, should be 
developed on a concrete project basis. 
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13. Hon. Lokeris Samson (Uganda) concurred with the need for more thorough information 
about the availability of different funding options and expressed the need for a concrete action plan.  
 

14. Hon. Prof. Geoffrey Lungwangwa (Zambia) stressed that there are different degrees of DLDD 
in various countries and that clear data on how they are affected would be very helpful. He pleaded 
for appropriate university research.  
 

15. Hon. Sabi Moussa Soule (Benin) asked the President of the Steering Committee about the 
difficulties of bringing together the members of the Committee and going to just a few African 
countries. 
 

16. Hon. Dr. Ali Al Tokhais (Saudi Arabia) thanked the President for his excellent report. He laid 
emphasis on the development of water resources, the negative effects of overgrazing and the need 
to work together to mitigate the consequences of drought. 
 

17. Referring to MPs work in the context  of the UNCCD, Hon. Mamadou Faye (Senegal) said it 
would be useful to monitor and evaluate pertinent projects in different regions, including the 
actions taken by MPs including the the awareness-raising campaigns. 
 

18. Ms. Sahon Flan (Côte d’Ivoire), a representative of civil society organizations (CSOs), asked 
about the involvement of the civil society in the activities of the Steering Committee. She proposed 
cooperation between CSOs and MPs.   
 

19. The Steering Committee President responded to the various questions and underlined the 
importance of advocacy and awareness-raising. Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi recalled the role of the 
Steering Committee members and the type of activities expected from them in their respective 
regions. He also referred to funding limitations that often keep the Steering Committee members 
from fully discharging their roles. 

 

20. Hon. Ambassador Hanno B. Rumpf (Namibia) reminded the MPs that the UNCCD is the 
smallest of the three Rio conventions, which is subsequently reflected in its budget. He stated that 
the UNCCD requires substantially more funding; its scope should focus more on the degradation of 
land and soil. When it comes to the European Development Fund, he encouraged countries to place 
DLDD on the priority list.  
 

V. Item I: Land degradation neutrality in the context of the post-2015 global development 
framework  

  

21. Dr. Mansour N’Diaye, Chef de Cabinet at the UNCCD secretariat, introduced the topic. He 
started with the definition of a land degradation neutral world (LDNW), the final piece of the puzzle 
that unites the challenge of DLDD with the tools of the Convention and the level of ambition 
needed to achieve “The future we want” as it relates to DLDD. He elaborated on LDNW in practice 
and on reasons for countries to embark on policy and programmes leading to land degradation 
neutrality. Regarding the post-2015 development agenda, he underlined that the strategic 
objectives of The Strategy offer a blueprint for action to combat land degradation and why the 
ongoing discussions should take into account the need for a SDG devoted to LDNW. A target-
setting approach would keep a sustainable development goal on land in focus, inspire actions on 
the ground and help mobilize resources. 
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VI. Discussion 

 

22.  Hon. Dr. Moses Amweelo (Namibia) mentioned the problem of bush fires and chemicals 
used by farmers as well as the necessity for grassroots information. 
 

23. Hon. Dr. Ali Al Tokhais (Saudi Arabia) raised questions about the success of the twenty 
years of existence of the UNCCD and about technology transfer from the developed countries. 
 

24. Hon. Sabi Moussa Soule (Benin) recommended an action-oriented approach and referred to 
land as ‘natural capital’ that should be considered in the public accounting of each country. 
 

25. Hon. Nimrod Muremi (Namibia) addressed the problems faced by many farmers due to bush 
fires, including the loss of their production opportunities. 
 

26. Hon. Lokeris Samson (Uganda) referred to overgrazing and wood-cutting and expressed a 
need to learn lessons from environmental protection measures in other countries. 
 

27. Hon Mamadou Faye (Senegal) recalled the many factors aggravating land degradation. In 
his view, MPs should convince governments to use research findings in the frameworks of their 
actions to combat DLDD.  
 

28. Hon. Ben Amathila (Namibia) referred to water scarcity and called upon his colleagues to 
share experiences in the field of the desalinization of sea water. 
 

29. Hon. Prof. Geoffrey Lungwangwa (Zambia) asked for a critical assessment of what has been 
and is currently being done by Parliaments in the field of DLDD. He wanted to know if MPs are taking 
up DLDD issues in practice and if they are monitoring the performance of governments. 
 

30. Addressing the aforementioned comments, Dr. Mansour N’Diaye, pointed out that 
progress has been achieved in the implementation of the Convention; however, these 
achievements have so far been uneven and fewer than expected. On the use of chemicals by 
farmers, he advised that the precautionary principle should prevail, particularly in the drylands. 
More should also be done in terms of building resilience and promoting agricultural production 
systems that maintain the equilibrium of fragile ecosystems. More must be done in raising 
awareness with regard to stakeholders at grassroots level and the information going to them; the 
UNCCD Communication Strategy is currently dealing with these issues. More information-sharing 
and partnership-building with Parliamentarians are necessary. He further responded to questions 
related to protecting natural resources, responding to bush encroachment and dust storms, and 
disseminating research findings.  
 

VII. Item II: Introduction to the Handbook for Parliamentarians in the context of the 
UNCCD 

 

31. Facilitator and author Prof. Uwe Holtz explained the content and rationale of the UNCCD 
Handbook. He said that the core of the guide to parliamentary action delivers proposals and 
orientations in line with the parliamentary hexagon, which identifies the following six main areas of 
intervention for democratic Parliaments and their MPs with the aim of mobilizing stronger 
parliamentary support for the implementation of the UNCCD: (a) making laws; (b) allocating 
budgets; (c) overseeing governments; (d) fostering public discourse and raising awareness; (e) 
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electing committed personalities and bodies; and (f) influencing foreign policy. He underlined that 
Parliaments and their members also need relevant documentation, advice and services provided by 
the UNCCD secretariat as well as access to the Parliamentary Network on the UNCCD. 
 

VIII. Discussion 
 

32. According to Hon. Dr. Moses Anweelo (Namibia), the Handbook offers excellent 
information and guidance. He detected a gap between academia, the private sector and experts. 
 

33. Hon. Sabi Moussa Soule (Benin) wanted to know what defines a ‘strong Parliament’ and how 
national and regional Parliaments can be ‘fortified’. 
 

34. Hon. Mette Bock (Denmark) thanked Prof. Holz for the introduction to the Handbook and 
inquired about the major hindrances to the implementation of the UNCCD. 
 

35. Hon. Dr. Ali Al Tokhais (Saudi Arabia) explained that several proposals made in the 
Handbook were being taken on by Parliaments, but quite often the adequate funding was not 
available to carry them out. 
 

36. Hon. Mamadou Faye (Senegal) referred to the balance of powers within a State and 
stressed that it is often difficult for a Parliament to change the budget submitted by the 
government. 
 

37. Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi (Chad) emphasized the different roles of Parliaments as set out in 
the Handbook and the concrete nature of the guide. He recommended holding orientation debates 
in the Parliaments. 
 

38. In his concluding remarks, Prof. Holtz addressed the narrow bridge between research and 
application, which needs to be broadened, and the partnerships between the different stakeholders 
that should be promoted. In a democratic style, the strength of a Parliament is reflected by realizing 
its six roles, but capacity-building, self-consciousness of MPs, the adequate staffing and technical 
equipment are required in this respect. The lack of political will, parliamentary commitment and 
knowledge about DLDD issues must be overcome through increased awareness-raising activities and 
targeted communications. Very often the financial means are available, but when it comes to 
discussions with donors, many governments are not placing DLDD projects and programmes high on 
the agenda.  
 
 

IX. Election of a Drafting Committee for the preparation of a Declaration  
 

39. With the assistance of Prof. Holtz as facilitator, the following Parliamentarians were elected 
to prepare the draft Declaration: Hon. Dr. Ali Al Tokhais (Saudi Arabia) as rapporteur and Hon. 
Germina Ndapua Shitaleni (Namibia). 
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Day 2: Saturday, 21 September 2013 
 

X. Item III: Consideration of the draft Declaration and adoption  
 

40. The rapporteur, Hon. Dr. Ali Al Tokhais (Saudi Arabia), expressed his gratitude to the 
Drafting Committee for having prepared the text and thanked the facilitator for his valuable work. 
He said that there was a good, collaborative spirit within the team and that many points and ideas 
discussed during the first day have been taken into account. He proceeded to read out the draft of 
the Declaration. 
 

41. The President thanked the rapporteur and asked for comments or amendments from the 
Parliamentarians. 
 

42. Hon. Sabi Moussa Soule (Benin) was satisfied that all important points have been taken up. 
He submitted some linguistic improvements for the French version. 
 

43. Hon. Mamadou Faye (Senegal) joined his colleague Hon. Soule with comments regarding 
the French version of the Declaration. 
 

44. Hon. Ben Amathila (Namibia) made an amendment in paragraph 12, which now reads as 
follows: “Ensure that political parties, represented in Parliaments, include the implementation of the 
Convention and the LDNW goal in their manifestos and other policy documents as a matter of 
priority.” 
 

45. The Declaration was unanimously adopted with the amendments made and submitted to 
the COP for consideration. The Declaration is contained in Annex I. 
 

XI. Election of a new Steering Committee 
 

46. After consultations and according to the Rules of Procedure of the Steering Committee that 
allow the re-election of the President of the Committee for a second two-year term, the following 
Steering Committee members were elected: 

 
a) Africa: Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi (Chad) – President  
b) Arab Countries: Hon. Mohamed Nadir Hamimid (Algeria) – Vice-President  
c) Asia/Pacific: Hon. Kwon Kyung-Seok (Republic of Korea) – Vice-President  
d) Europe: Hon. Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines (European Parliament) – Vice-President  
e) Latin America and the Caribbean: Hon. Marcelo Díaz (Chile) – Vice-President 
f) Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU): N.N. – Vice-President. It was agreed that Round Table 
President Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab, former IPU President, will contact the IPU and seek its 
approval for the assignment of a Namibian Member of Parliament to this post. 

 
XII.  Closing  

 

47. Mr. Luc Gnacadja, Executive Secretary of the UNCCD, welcomed the outcomes of the tenth 
Parliamentary Round Table. He underlined the critical role of Parliaments and Parliamentarians in 
the UNCCD implementation process and in the discussions relating to the post-2015 development 
agenda, and assured that he will brief the incoming new Executive Secretary about the valuable 
work of the Parliaments and MPs. 
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48. Hon. Dr. Haroun Kabadi (Chad), President of the Steering Committee, underlined that the 
Round Table adopted a very important Declaration that deserves concrete follow-up in all 
Parliaments. He stressed that he will work more closely with the other members of the Steering 
Committee and announced a voluntary contribution from the National Assembly of Chad in the 
amount of USD 100,000 to support the activities of the Steering Committee. He addressed special 
thanks to Mr. Luc Gnacadja, the outgoing Executive Secretary, and thanked Dr. Mansour N’Diaye and 
facilitator Prof. Holtz for their commitment.  
 

49. Hon. President Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab, Speaker of the National Assembly of Namibia, 
emphasized that the Parliamentary Round Table was of utmost importance and that the context of 
the deliberations was critical. He reminded his fellow Parliamentarians that they have a role to play 
in ensuring that the issues of desertification/land degradation and drought become an integral part 
of the parliamentary agenda. The Declaration and the Handbook for Parliamentarians offer pertinent 
orientations. He appealed to the Parliamentarians to do more to realize greater commitments 
regarding democracy, DLDD-related laws and the oversight of governments. He insisted that the 
well-being of the people and a better world is at the centre of political activities. He looked forward 
to the participants putting the Declaration into practice to ensure that it becomes an integral part of 
the policies and programmes of the respective governments. 

 
 

__________________ 
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Annex I 
 

Declaration by the Members of Parliament 
 

Tenth Round Table of Members of Parliament 
Windhoek, 20 and 21 September 2013 

in parallel with the eleventh session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

 
The role of Members of Parliament in the efforts  

to combat desertification, land degradation and drought: 
Parliamentary contributions to achieving a land-degradation neutral world in the context 

of the Post-2015 Development Agenda 
 

 We, members of parliament, meeting – on the issues of the UNCCD implementation 
process and of a land-degradation neutral world in the context of the Post-2015 Development 
Agenda – in Windhoek (Republic of Namibia) on 20 and 21 September 2013 on the occasion of 
the tenth Round Table at the invitation of the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the Parliament of the Republic of Namibia, with the 
support of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, alongside the eleventh session of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP 11): 

 
 Are alarmed by the increased frequency of droughts, as currently experienced in Namibia, 
and continuous trends of desertification and land degradation; 

 
 Reaffirm that the most important instrument for dealing with desertification, land 
degradation and drought (DLDD) is the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
including its 10-year strategic plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the 
Convention (2008–2018) (The Strategy); 

 
 Acknowledge that, despite progress made in the implementation of the Convention and 
The Strategy, so far achievements have been uneven and fewer than expected; 

 
 Reiterate our commitment to the 1992 Rio Declaration, the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and to the 2010 Millennium Declaration, with particular reference to sustainable 
development, poverty eradication, peace and security, human rights and democracy; 

 
 Recall that the outcome document of the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20), “The Future We Want”, acknowledged that DLDD represent common 
challenges that continue to pose serious threats to the sustainable development of all 
countries;  

 
 Are convinced that global, national, regional, subregional and local efforts to halt and 
reverse land degradation are prerequisites for freeing hundreds of millions of people from 
poverty by addressing food, sanitation, water and energy security, adapting and mitigating 
climate change, building resilience to drought, as well as achieving the MDGs and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs);  
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 Recognize that Rio+20 gave birth to the new paradigm of a land-degradation neutral world 
(LDNW), which constitutes one of the most important SDGs and presents an unprecedented 
opportunity to shape the Post-2015 Development Agenda and to renew parliamentary efforts in 
this context; 

 

 Emphasize in accordance with the outcome document of Rio+20 that democracy, good 

governance and the rule of law at all levels, are essential for sustainable development; 

      Are committed to mobilize stronger parliamentary support in the implementation of the 
Convention by undertaking the following six main roles of legislators (“the parliamentary 
hexagon”): (a) making laws, (b) allocating budgets, (c) overseeing and controlling the actions of 
governments, (d) fostering public discourse and raising awareness, (e) electing competent 
personalities and bodies, and (f) influencing foreign policy and international cooperation. 

 
We declare that Parliamentarians and Parliaments should: 
 

1. Enact an enabling legislation and identify standards, aligning them with the provisions of 
the UNCCD and its 10-year Strategy, as well as with the ‘land-degradation neutrality’ goal, 
through a clear roadmap. 

 
2. Promote the mainstreaming of DLDD issues into the domestic and the development 

cooperation agenda. 
 

3. Work towards improving the quality of development cooperation and increasing the 
volume of Official Development Assistance, particularly in those developed countries that 
have not yet reached the 0.7 per cent target –to be achieved as fast as possible, by 2018 at 
the latest (in order to contribute to enhancing the implementation of the UNCCD 10-year 
Strategy). 

 
4. Give higher priority to land degradation issues and water scarcity problems to overcome the 

marginalization of dryland communities, increase investment in rural areas – also in order 
to create new income opportunities, and put an end to the calamitous agricultural 
protection arrangements and subsidized agricultural exports. 

 
5. Provide substantial, adequate, timely and predictable financial resources to support 

initiatives to reverse and prevent desertification/land degradation and mitigate the 
effects of drought, taking into account, and advancing, the natural capital approach. 

 
6. Further support targeted capacity-building including parliaments and parliamentarians, 

training programmes and women’s empowerment. 
 

7. Promote scientific and technology research findings on DLDD – for instance in the fields of 
desalinisation and renewable energies -, harness traditional knowledge as well as capitalize 
on the benefits from modern information and communication technologies, and use the 
results of these scientific activities in policies and decision-making to benefit the public, 
private and civil society organization sectors in their efforts to address DLDD. 

 
8. Monitor executive actions and enquire whether anti-desertification measures are included 

in overall government agendas (by means of oral and written questions to the executive, 



 

 

Page 10 

 

 

 

 
 

motions, establishment of special commissions or ad hoc committees, hearings, and field 
visits).  

 
9. Ask for stronger involvement when it comes to the elaboration and execution of 

multilateral environment agreements (MEAs), poverty reduction strategy papers (PRSPs), 
country strategy papers (CSPs) and national action plans/programmes, supported by 
bilateral and multilateral development agencies and organizations. 

 
10. Promote and support relevant annual events, such as special parliamentary debates and the 

World Day to Combat Desertification on June 17 with appropriate activities in 
constituencies, issuing commemorative postal stamps, establishing awards for good DLDD 
activities, engaging in environmental education, as well as involving schools, academics, 
artists and the mass media.  

 
11. In order to achieve a land-degradation neutral world (LDNW) by 2030 at the latest, promote 

partnership building between policymakers and decision-makers, the business sector, non-
governmental organizations, community-based organizations, youth and women’s 
associations and the academic community. 

 
12. Ensure that political parties, represented in Parliaments, include the implementation of the 

Convention and the LDNW goal in their manifestos and other policy documents as a matter 
of priority. 

 
13. Elect committed personalities to parliamentary leadership, relevant committees and 

rapporteur roles. 
 

14. Establish a national network of Members of Parliament and a parliamentary focal point 
on issues relating to the UNCCD, if not already in place. 

 
15. Pursue an integrative approach dealing with the three Rio Conventions.  

 
16. Contribute towards making the UNCCD the global leading authority on land and soil and 

DLDD, help establish an Intergovernmental Panel/Platform on Land and Soil and promote 
an agreement of a new legal instrument, e.g. a Protocol on LDNW, to provide the UNCCD 
with a global monitoring framework to focus efforts and empower the international 
community to act with the speed and scale required to address this issue. 

 
17. Help ensure that the post-2015 process, particularly the SDGs and land degradation 

neutrality, serve as a driver for implementation and mainstreaming of sustainable human 
development in the United Nations system as a whole and support the mobilization of 
resources to facilitate the implementation of the Convention through building effective 
partnerships between national and international actors. 

 
18. Strengthen and capitalize regional/continental parliaments in DLDD issues.  

 
19. Create parliamentary oversight mechanisms, e.g. vis-à-vis the Global Environment Facility, 

regional development banks, the Green Climate Fund.  
 

20. Promote the establishment of a United Nations Parliamentary Assembly. 
 
We, the Parliamentarians, emphasize that: 



 

 

Page 11 

 

 

 

 
 

 
21. The UNCCD deserves more success, for the sake of the people living under the stress caused 

by desertification, and a greater visibility – by making desertification and land degradation a 
cornerstone in the general architecture of global environmental governance. 

 
22. The Parliamentary Network on the UNCCD must be better utilized; its Steering Committee is 

invited to consider options for a better follow-up of the declarations of the Round Tables 
and for an efficient use of the UNCCD handbook for parliamentary action. 

 
23. The UNCCD secretariat should continue to actively participate in the consultations and 

events related to the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the elaboration of SDGs. 
 

24. The UNCCD secretariat should continue providing high quality services to the Parliamentary 
Round Tables with a view to promote and make visible our activities; and we further invite 
the secretariat to facilitate the organization of the eleventh Round Table of 
Parliamentarians in conjunction with the twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention.  

 
25. The President of the Steering Committee in collaboration with the Steering Committee 

members is invited to take appropriate follow-up actions on the outcome of the present 
Round Table and report to the Round Table at its next session. 
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List of Participants to the Tenth Session of Parliamentarians  
 

 COUNTRY Name Title/Function Contacts 

1.  Benin Hon. Sabi Moussa  SOULE  Vice-Président de la Commission du Plan, 
de l'Equipement et de la Production de l'Assemblée 
nationale. 
Coordonnateur du Réseau des Parlementaires Béninois 
pour l'Environnement 

Assemblée Nationale du Benin 
01 BP 371 Porto-Novo, Benin 
Tel: (229)95604733 

 (229) 97436223 
Fax: (229)20215161 
Email: soulwsab@yahoo.fr 

2.  Burkina Faso M. Malakilo Mohamed Diasso Membre du Parlement Assemblée Nationale du Burkina Faso 
554 boulevard de l’indépendance 
01 BP 6482 Ouagadougou 01 
Burkina Faso 
Tel: (226) 50 314449 

(226) 50 314684 
Fax: (226) 50314590 

(226) 50 31 80 15" 
 

3.  Central 
African 
Republic 

M. Nicaise Karnou Samedi  
 

Conseiller, 
Président de la Commission Equipement et 
Communication 
 

BP 1003 Bangui  
République Centrafricaine  
Tel : (236) 70507002 / 77369090  
Email: nicaisesam@yahoo.fr  

 assemblee.centrafique@yahoo.fr 
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 COUNTRY Name Title/Function Contacts 

4.  Chad Hon. Dr.  Haroun Kabadi Président de l'Assemblée Nationale du Tchad & 
Président du Comité Directeur du Forum des 
Parlementaires 

Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad  
Tel:  (235) 95 37 4527 
Email: srelationsexterieures2011@yahoo.fr 
" 

5.  Chad Mme Khadidja  Hassaballah 
Haimid 

Députée Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad  
Email: khadidja.hassaballah@gmail.com 
 

6.  Chad Mr. Ballah Keda Deputé, Commission Développement rural et 
Environnement 
Coordonnateur du REPAR 

Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad 
Tel : (235) 66241892 

 (235) 95073930  
Email: Keda_pala@yahoo.com 

7.  Chad M. Nadjo Abdelkerim Conseiller au développement Rural et Environnement Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad 

8.  Chad M. Adoum Guemessou Directeur de Cabinet du Président de l'Assemblée 
Nationale 

Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad 
Email: srelationsexterieures2011@yahoo.fr 
 

9.  Chad M. Baba Togmian Premier Conseiller de l'Ambassade du Tchad en Afrique 
du Sud 

Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad 

10.  Chad M. Abdelkadre Walet Aide de Camp du Président de l'Assemblée Nationale Assemblée Nationale du Tchad  
B.P 01 N’Djamena, Tchad 
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11.  Chile Sr. Marcelo  Diaz Diputado Cámara de Diputados de Chile 
Avda Pedro Montt s/n Valparaíso 
Santiago, Chile 
Tel: (5632)2505429 
 (569) 84292119 (mobile) 
Fax: (5632)2505024 
Email: mdiaz@congreso.cl 

asuntointernacionales@congreso.cl 

12.  Denmark Mrs. Mette Bock Member of the Danish Parliament Sehestedsvej 4, 8700 Horsens / Ny 
Kongensgade 14,Copenhagen K, Denmark 
Tel: +45 3337 4907 / +45 3337 3618 (secretary) 
Email: Mette.Bock@ft.dk amalie.andresen@ft.dk 

(secretary) 

13.  Saudi Arabia Mr. Ali Altokhais Member of ParliamentMember of Shura  Council  Tel: (966) 505476742 
Fax: (966) 11 2120162 
Email: tkhais@hotmail.com 

14.  Saudi Arabia Mr. Abdulaziz Alsarrani 
 

Member of Parliament Tel: (966) 53550166  
Fax: (966) 11 2120162 
Email: azizsarrani@yahoo.com 
 

15.  Saudi Arabia Mr. Ahmed Alshahrani 
 

Protocol Tel: (966) 55 4468818 
Fax: (966) 11 2120162 
Email: Ahmed-8818@hotmail.com 

16.  Saudi Arabia Mr. Abdullah Alabbad Parliamentary Relations Officer Tel: (966) 506425200 
Fax: (966) 11 2120162 
Email: Alabbad200@hotmail.com 



 

 

Page 15 

 

 

 

 
 

 COUNTRY Name Title/Function Contacts 

17.  Senegal M. Mamadou Faye Député 
Membre de la Commission du Développement et de 
l'Aménagement du Territoire 

Assemblée Nationale 
Place Soweto, B.P. 86, Dakar, Sénégal 
Tel : (221) 77646 61 20 

(221) 33 823 94 02 
Email : depdialane@yahoo.fr 

mame.betty@yahoo.fr 
doudsgaye@yahoo.fr 

 

18.  Thailand Hon. Narit Khumnurak Member of the House of Representatives 
Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Land, 
Natural Resources and Environment 

Secretariat of the House of Representatives 
U-Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300 Thailand 
Tel: (66)22 44 25 65 
Fax: (66)22 44 25 74 
Email: Khunnarit@hotmail.com 

thaiipu@gmail.com 

19.  Thailand Mr. Prajak Monjamlang Secretary to the Thai delegation 
Foreign Officer 
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations 

Secretariat of the House of Representatives 
U-Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300 Thailand 
Tel: (66)22 44 25 65 
Fax: (66)22 44 25 74 
Email: Khunnarit@hotmail.com 

thaiipu@gmail.com 

20.  Uganda Hon. Lokeris Samson Member of the Natural Resources Committee Parliament of Uganda 
P.O. Box 7178, Kampala, Uganda 
Tel: (256) 772408639 
Fax: (256)0414346826 
Email : lbakyenga@parliament.go.ug, 

lbakyenga@yahoo.com 
      

21.  Uganda Mr. Louislordnay Bakyenga  Clerk to the Committee on Natural Resources  Parliament of Uganda 
P.O. Box 7178, Kampala, Uganda 
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22.  Zambia Prof. Geoffrey Lungwangwa Member of Parliament Tel: 260-975-315009 
Email: glungwangwa@parliament.gov.zm 

23.  Namibia Hon. Theo-Ben Gurirab Speaker National Assembly Tel: (264) 60 2889111 
(264) 61 2882613 

Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

24.  Namibia Hon. Ben Amathila Member of Parliament and Chairperson of the 
Standing Committee on Economics, Natural Resources 
and Public Administration  
National Assembly 

Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

25.  Namibia Hon. Prof. Peter Katjavivi Member of Parliament 
National Assembly 

Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

26.  Namibia Hon. Dr. Moses Amweelo Member of Parliament 
National Assembly 

Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

27.  Namibia Hon. Maureen Jankowski Member of Parliament 
National Assembly 

Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

28.  Namibia Hon. Jesaya Nyamu Member of Parliament 
National Assembly 

Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 
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29.  Namibia Hon. Usutuaije Maamberua Member of Parliament Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

30.  Namibia Hon. Simson Tjongarero Member of Parliament Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

31.  Namibia Mr. Protasius Nghileendele Deputy Director: Committee Services Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

32.  Namibia Ms. Elizabeth De Wee Chief Parliamentary Clerk: Committee Services Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

33.  Namibia Mr. Aron Skrywer Parliamentary Clerk: Committee Services Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

34.  Namibia Mr. Simon Uirab Acting Special Assistant to the Speaker Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

35.  Namibia Ms. Ndapandula Shipiki Personal Assistant to the Speaker Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 

 

36.  Namibia Mr. Jake Jacobs Secretary Email: edewee@parliament.gov.na 
p.nghileendele@parliament.gov.na 
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37.  Namibia Hon.  Sipapela Sipapela, MP Chairperson, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

38.  Namibia Hon. Nambili, Ndapewoshali, MP Vice Chairperson, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

39.  Namibia Hon. Katamelo Phillipus, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

40.  Namibia Hon. Namwandi Barakias, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

41.  Namibia Hon. Kapenambili Isai, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

42.  Namibia Hon. Martin Aram Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

43.  Namibia Hon. Shitaleni Germina Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

44.  Namibia Hon. Nhinda Ruth Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
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45.  Namibia Hon. Boois Dawid Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

46.  Namibia Hon. Kandjii Ambrosius, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

47.  Namibia Hon. Tobias Libbeus, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

48.  Namibia Hon. Muremi Nimrod, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

49.  Namibia Hon. Tjeundo Kazeongere, MP Member, Standing Committee on Habitat 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

50.  Namibia Ms Adelheid Jafet     Staff 
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

51.  Namibia Ms Amalia Iita Staff  
National Council 

Email: a.jafet@parliament.gov.na 

 

 

 

mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na
mailto:a.jafet@parliament.gov.na

