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Declaration by the Members of Parliament 
 

[Unanimously adopted by the Round Table of Members of Parliament on 21 October 2015] 

 
Eleventh Round Table of Members of Parliament 

held in parallel with the twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 

Ankara, Turkey, 20 and 21 October 2015 

 
The role of members of parliament in efforts to combat desertification/land 

degradation and drought: 
Framing of legislation to protect and rehabilitate land in the context of 

strengthened resilience to climate change 
 

 We, members of parliament, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, on 20 and 21 October 2015 for 
the eleventh round table of members of parliament at the invitation of the secretariat of the 
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey, with the support of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, alongside the 
twelfth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 12): 

 
 Are convinced that the fight against desertification/land degradation and drought (DLDD) 
is a major challenge for policymakers, in the knowledge that global, regional, national and 
local efforts to halt and reverse land degradation are prerequisites for freeing hundreds of 
millions of people from poverty; 
 
 Are committed to mobilizing stronger parliamentary support and political will for the 
implementation of the Convention and the achievement of land degradation neutrality at the 
local, national, (sub)regional and international levels;  
 
 Welcome the United Nations General Assembly's adoption of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), in particular SDG 15 to “Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss” and target 15.3 to “strive to achieve a 
land degradation-neutral world”; 

 
Underline that achieving the SDGs will require a comprehensive and holistic approach 

that integrates the economic, social, environmental and political dimensions of sustainable 
development and recognizes that eradicating poverty, creating inclusive economic well-
being and fighting climate change are important tools in strengthening the resilience of 
affected populations and fostering a dignified life for all, and are linked to each other and 
interdependent; 
 
 Recall that the implementation of the UNCCD and achievement of the SDGs would (i) 
underpin sustainable development, the sustainable management of natural resources and 
economic growth; (ii) dramatically enhance food security; (iii) provide a reliable source of 
renewable energy; and (iv) ensure water availability (“water is life”);  

 
Note that the sustainable management of the world’s land-based resources would make 

an invaluable contribution to combating climate change (adaptation and mitigation); 
managing biodiversity; influencing migration; and building stability and security for 
vulnerable populations, while being aware that conflicts and wars have negative impacts on 
the populations concerned as well as on land as such;  
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Emphasize that legislators have to be an essential part of national and international 

policy processes on the full range of sustainable development issues and should promote 
corresponding legal and policy frameworks; 
 

Parliamentarians and parliaments therefore declare and emphasize that: 
 

1. Desertification/land degradation and the needs of drylands deserve more global policy 
attention; cooperation and coordination among parliaments is encouraged to develop 
more coherent approaches;   

 

2. In order to implement the Convention and achieve SDGs, country Parties and parliaments 
need to integrate the goals and targets into national planning, policy, laws and budgets; 

 

3. During COP 12, Parties of the Convention should consider adopting land degradation 
neutrality (LDN) as a global target to be reached by 2030 and an organizing principle; 

 
4. Political parties should include the implementation of the SDGs, in particular SDG 15, in 

their manifestos and other policy documents as a matter of priority; 
 

5. The enactment of enabling legislations and standards aligned with the objectives of the 
UNCCD and the LDN target must be supported by a clear roadmap in line with climate-
resilient development pathways, and be accompanied by regular review processes; 
 

6. Land should be fully integrated into the new global climate change agreement as both a 
mitigation and adaptation measure; 

 
7. The mainstreaming of sustainable agriculture, farming with healthy soils and sustainable 

land management (SLM) in national priorities, and the coordination with international 
development cooperation efforts should be encouraged. An end must be put to 
calamitous agricultural protection arrangements and subsidized agricultural exports; 

 
8. Land degradation issues, water scarcity, floods and water management problems deserve 

higher priority in order to overcome the marginalization and catastrophic situations 
experienced by dryland communities;  
 

9. An integrative approach to dealing with the three Rio conventions – the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, the UNCCD and the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change – must be realized and the synergies between them enhanced. Parties 
should adopt the use of common indicators for reporting under the Conventions as a way 
of effectively establishing a common baseline and measuring progress;  
 

10. The improved governance of land, including the implementation of human rights-based 
approaches that incorporate gender mainstreaming and the consideration of the rights 
of the indigenous peoples, especially related to matters of access to and tenure of land, 
is vital; 

 
11. Substantial, adequate, timely and predictable financial resources are needed to 

support activities to reverse and prevent desertification/land degradation and 
mitigate the effects of drought – especially in Africa – taking into account and advancing 
the natural capital approach; 

 
12. While much of the investment in SLM comes from domestic and private sources, 

developed countries are urged to provide and mobilize enhanced financial support to 
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developing countries for ambitious land-based actions, especially in those countries that 
are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change; 
 

13. Higher and qualitatively better Official Development Assistance should also be used to 
support countries in establishing an enabling environment to achieve domestic resource 
mobilization,  strengthen tax systems, and scale up and  strengthen the institutional and 
human capacity from local to national levels, including targeted capacity-building for 
executive institutions, the judiciary and parliamentarians and other elected 
representatives;  

 
14. The Global Environment Facility, the Global Mechanism, the Green Climate Fund and 

Initiative 20 x 20, with its target to restore 20 million hectares of degraded land in Latin 
America and the Caribbean by 2020, are – and in the case of an investment fund for land 
degradation neutrality, could be – appropriate instruments, if equipped with the 
necessary budgetary resources for promoting climate change mitigation, adaptation and 
resilience measures undertaken within the UNCCD framework or soil-related 
programmes; 

 

15. Public participation in political processes and civic engagement at all levels must be 
enhanced as population pressure mounts. In order to achieve LDN, partnerships at 
various scales and levels should be promoted and encouraged, including partnerships 
between parliaments, policymakers and decision-makers, the business sector, non-
governmental organizations, local and community-based organizations, youth and 
women’s associations and the academic community. Regional cooperation among 
neighbouring countries with similar climate challenges should be promoted;  
 

16. The creation of worthwhile and economically viable employment for a large number of 
people should be a joint task as it will help manage population dynamics and provide for 
basic needs in terms of food, energy and water; 

  
17. Parliamentarians oppose soil sealing, land grabbing and other activities that degrade the 

land, harm the rural poor and undermine the LDN target. They recognize that land is 
often a private and productive asset, and that private investments should be encouraged 
if they are conducive to corporate social responsibility and sustainable, socioeconomic 
and human development, and consistent with environmental protection and climate 
resilience;  

 

18. Parliamentarians welcome the active engagement and leadership of the World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development and the Turkish Chamber of Commerce at COP 12. 
They further welcome the launch of the United Nations Global Compact Soil Principles 
aimed at sustainable soil management, which are to be respected by companies and the 
United Nations in collaboration with key civil society organizations and experts; 

 

19. Legislation to support sustainable consumption and the production of ‘farm-to-fork’ 
agricultural products should be encouraged as such measures would prevent food waste 
and reduce the land footprint;  
 

20. Financial tools and mechanisms should be developed to dissuade the private sector from 
engaging in degrading land practices while incentivizing private sector investment for 
the transition to SLM and the large-scale rehabilitation of degraded land with its 
inherent market opportunities;  
 

21. Parliamentarians recognize that investing in early warning systems and land-based 
infrastructure is a cost-effective measure that builds resilience. Existing climate risk 
insurance, which provides coverage in the event of unavoidable weather-related risks 
and extreme drought, is intended to help people adapt to the adverse impacts of 
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desertification and strengthen drought resilience. It should be made widely available and 
the coverage should be expanded further;   
 

22. Sharing good practices, information, knowledge, experience and lessons learned with 
regard to SLM and LDN projects and programmes would facilitate the identification and 
replication of successful practices;  

 

23. Parliaments and parliamentarians should act as agents of change and sensitize the public 
about the SDGs, particularly the goal of halting and reversing land degradation. The 
parliamentarians must proactively engage in spreading good practices as a cost-effective 
tool for combating desertification and spreading further awareness of land restoration 
practices.1 They are convinced that better teaching, education and training in land-
related issues are prerequisites for achieving LDN. Relevant land-related events, such as 
the World Day to Combat Desertification on 17 June, help to raise awareness and ensure 
greater visibility for DLDD issues. Such activities should be enhanced with more focused 
outreach to schools, academics, writers, artists and the mass media; 

 

24. Parliamentarians will call for an annual debate on the state of the land at national level, 
including the opportunities inherent to SLM and the impacts of degraded land on 
urbanization and migration trends;   

 

25. Parliamentarians will support effective land use planning that (i) manages the competing 
demands on land at local and national level; (ii) enhances land-based infrastructure; (iii) 
introduces taxation and subsidy systems in favour of the sustainable use of land 
resources; and (iv) secures access and tenure rights for all citizens and services that 
support local capacity development. Parliamentarians will review budget allocations for 
all programmes and legislation with these positions in mind; 

 

26. Parliaments and parliamentarians endeavour to promote science and technology 
research findings on DLDD, for instance in the fields of desalinization and renewable 
energies; harness traditional knowledge; strengthen access to and capitalize on the 
benefits of modern information and communication technologies; and use the results of 
these scientific activities in policies and decision-making to benefit  the public, private 
and civil society organization sectors in their efforts to address DLDD; 

 

  
1 Exemplary, on-the-spot activities for combating desertification and climate change and 

halting and reversing land degradation were, and may include:  
 Productive sustainable land management (SLM) practices relating to reforestation, improved 

water management, the use of smart and gravity-fed irrigation, integrated soil fertility 
management, conservation agriculture, agroforestry and improved rangeland management. 
Adaptation also relates to technical measures aimed at infrastructure, such as (higher) flood 
dams, water tanks, (open or tube) wells, generators, renewable and more efficient energy use, 
fencing and activities to enhance the resilience of ecosystems in order to cope with altered 
climatic conditions, including revegetating slopes threatened by flood erosion. Agriculture offers 
promising opportunities for mitigating greenhouse gas emissions through carbon sequestration, 
sustainable soil and land use management, and biomass production. 

 Mosaic restoration, best suited to millions of hectares, in which forests and trees are combined 
with other land uses, including agroforestry and smallholder agriculture. In many cases, local 
communities have taken charge; for instance, farmer-managed natural regeneration and 
agroforestry techniques, such as the planting of ‘fertilizer trees’ on farmlands and grazing lands, 
have already been adopted in many regions.  

 Plenty of effective SLM practices for communal rangelands, forests and water resources, such as 
improving the governance of ecosystems and natural resources, empowering women, raising 
awareness and building the capacity of smallholder farmers to engage in sustainable agriculture, 
land, water and forestry management. 
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27. Parliamentarians will lead by example and convene meetings at constituency level to 
explore how to become land-degradation-neutral and integrate that approach into local 
development objectives and funding opportunities;  

 
We, the Parliamentarians, emphasize that: 
 

28. The potential of the Parliamentary Network on the UNCCD should be maximized as a 
platform to share good examples of anti-desertification activities and promote the 
framing of legislation to protect and rehabilitate land in the context of strengthened 
resilience to climate change; its Steering Committee is invited to consider options for 
improved follow-up to the Declarations of the Round Tables and for the efficient use of 
the UNCCD handbook for parliamentary action; 
 

29. The UNCCD secretariat should continue to provide high-quality services to the 
Parliamentary Round Tables, including the provision of relevant issue briefs with a view 
to promoting our activities and increasing their visibility; 
 

30. We invite the UNCCD secretariat to facilitate the organization of the twelfth Round Table 
of Parliamentarians in conjunction with the thirteenth session of the COP.  

 

 

---------- 

 


